


Ri cxe stun 














MASSACHUSETTS 
mate rrd 1 Te ek. ' 
Spillionary DMagasine. | 
a “BIOGRAPHY. : 





«A Sketch of the Life of Mrs. SARAH GILL, Confort of the late 
Lieutenant-Governor Girz 3 extratied from a Sermon preached by 
the Rev. Fohn Hunt, in Bofton, 1771 ; with an Account of her ‘ 
Religious Exercifes, as expreffed by her in her Diary. 

¥ T is well known that the late Mrs. Girt, the perfon of 

& whom I am ipeaking, was, by her birth* not only entitled 

to fingular advantages to furnifh her min@with ufeful know- 

ledge, but placed under the forming hand indulgent pa- 

rent, who made it no more the bufinefs than’the plea/ure of his 

life to inftil into her mind thofe principles ofgknowledge and " 

*. piety which were fo confpicuous in himfelf. Her fingular im- 
provements were highly to his fatisfaétion : fhe early in life dif- 

covered herfelf not only the ingenious but the feriotis mind, and \ 







as a fpecimen of it + foon made cpen profefiion of the, Chriftian 
religion by attending the ordinances of the gofpel in the church 
of which her honoured father was paftor, m connexion with 
the late venerable and juftly efteemed Dr. Sewatt. Her nu- 
merous acquaintance can witnefs that fhe did honour to her 3 
profeflion, by her exemplary cond+&, in the various departments 

of life to which fhe was cdlled. From her firft entrance into pt 
the marriage ftate fhe exhibited the bright example of an amia- = ’ 
ble wife, an endearing companion, and an indulgent miftrels. 


Her ap inclination led her to books, and her many private: 


oe 









pape cover a good acquaintance with them. A vein of 
.~ eads itielf through them, which manifefts the warn 
emotions of her mind, and that religion was both the bufinefs 
and pleafure of her life: and however fhe might diftruft the 
genuincnefs of her religious exercifes at certain feafons, yet their 
“general courfe fhews a mind under a deep habitual fenfe not on- 

ly of the realty of the important truths of the gofpel, but of 
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_* She was daughter to the late reverend and_learned Mr; Tuomas 
Prince. Meee 


> dt about 16 years of age. 
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their intrinfic excellency ; and that fhe felt fuch an efficacy in its 


' preceptsyas made her rejoice in God, not fo much 
i f fafety from evil, as her only proper portion to dive 


DuritiiiMher lat illnefs (which we know to be as fevere as 
Yong-continued) the whole courfe of her conduét, amidf the 
H obftinate ftruggles of animal nature, witnefled the. fingularly 
| patient mind, and the refigned Chriftian. In this feafon, as fhe 
' had full poffeffion of her rational powers, time was given for 
| the molt ferious recolleétion. ‘* Death is no courtier ;’’ there 
4 
: 







is no jelting with a dying perfon: fhe viewed herfelf as fuch ; 
and gave growing evidence of the excellency of that yeligion the 
profeiled, in that it not only armed her with fingular patience 
during.a long and fevere ficknefs, but made her rejoice at the «9 
thoughts of her diffolution. She declared herfelf a firm be- ~ 
Rieter of the great doétrines of the gofpel, trulted fhe in fome de- 
gree felt their energy, and hoped to be an eternal monument of 
. ‘that grace of which fhe knew herfelf unworthy: and, although 
it ts faid her life has not only been circum{fpect, but exemplary, 
HY yet, but a few houns previous to her di flolution, fhe declared fhe 

a laid no ftrefs, f@pamate from her connexion with our bleffed Sa- 

H Viour, on her religious condué or exercifes of any kind, as hav- 
ing any moral efficacy to draw down the divine favour, but, 
ime ‘diicarding all@other refuges, trulted folely and abfolutely to 
: | - that finifhed righteoufnefs and atonement revealed in the gofpel * 
" _ ‘through our Lord Jefus Chrift; which fully coincided with a 
declaration in her diary, made many years fince, “ that fhe fled 
‘to the ‘ blood of the Lamb ? on that the depended for pardon, 
cleanfing, acceptance, and all her falvation.”? With the utmoft 
calmnefs of mind, in full poffeffion of her rational powers, and 
‘without the leaft perceptible erage of animal nature, fhe made 
‘a happy exchange, we truft, of this life, for heavenly glory. 









Extracts FRoM HER Diary, 
On Chriftian Magnanimity. 

THIS life is a fcene of trials. Man is born to trouble as the 
_ {parks fly upwards. ‘And as mankind in general, fo Ghpiftians 

in particular, have ac, a wee, with. The prious 
qi Leader forewarnéd them in his laft difcourfe : n the « 
L world ye fhall have tibulation.” And as the Chriftian has 

| oftentimes peculiar trials, fo he has a peculiar way of 

) them. ‘There is doubtlefs fuch a thing as natural fortitude and 
| preatnefs of mind. When perfons of a calm and manly tem- 
a _per duly ftudy the viciflitudes of human life, and, by compar- 
| ing one thing with another, learn to fet a juft eftimation on 
i ‘things, this will inipire them with contempt of many things 
it which 
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which the lefs difcerning fhall efteem at a mighty rate! Con- 
fequently he will bear up under the lof of what @ 
account an infupportable evil, But Chriftian forti is 
another thing, rifes from another principle, is cher 
motives, and continued by other fupports. | 
The principle from whence it arifes is religion, or, a proper 
temper of mind towards God, and a juit fenfe of one’s Self. 
1. 4 fupreme regard to God will difpofe it to a calm, dutiful 
acquiefcence in his will ; this will filence all murmurings, fubdue 
all difcontent, compofe each undue inclination, humble the na- | 
tive pride of the human heart, and difpofe it to a complacence 
in God as its portion and chief good. A branch of this reli- 
gion confifts in faith, a firm belief of the grand points of reve- 
lation, of the truth of the divine promifes, the unchangeablenefs 
of the covenant, the veracity and ability of the Mediator of t 
that covenant; a fixed faith in the doGtrine of a future ftate of 
retribution, when all things, which now appear difordered and 
irregular, will then be feen to have been conducted with the 
moft admirable fkill, the happieft connexion, and furprifin 
harmony, to attain the wifeft ends. This gill caufe it to tri- 
umph in the crofs, while it looks not at fe unfeen things ; 











while it views the eternal weight of glory w out for it by i 
means of affliction, thofe affi@ions (however grievous to fenfe, ; 
and hard for reafon to fubmit unto) will appear /ight, and but j 
for a moment. 

2. < proper temper of mind towards one’s felf, which can be 
found in none but a true Chriftian, will lead it to the exercife i 
of humility. As a creature, a mean Creature, it will feel its depen- f 
.dence on God; hence be led to place its whole reliance on him, R 


own its fubjection to him, and refign to his government. When 
fore trials are upon it, this will be its language—“ /¢ is THE 
Lorp, let him do as he pleafes with his creature.” pa as i 
it is a finful creature, this proper temper will lead it to the exer- ii 
cife of deep abafement : it will be fo far from refenting its afflic- be “ 
tions as injuries, that it will patiently fay with the Prophet, “ f a 
will bear the indignation of the Lord, becaufe I have finned : 

infhim ;” and “ wherefore fhall a living man complain for | 
the ent of his fins” imalight affliction ere, whereas tho/e >. 
fins t merit infinite punifimfent bereafter! ‘This will quict 
the mind under deferved calamities; for while it views the 
adorable juftice, the fpotlefs purity, and at the fame time the 
wondrous patience, yea, long-fuffering, of God towards it, ; 
how can it reply to him! | 

The motives by which it is continued are confonant to thefe 
principles—A love to God, to his will, providence and glory—io 
tts own Spiritual advantage here, and accefs of glory hereafter— 
the covenant and promifes ef fupport under, improvement he 
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fin deliverance from, all its afflictions. The /upports by. 
ifhed aréjthe promifes of the gofpel, the fulnet: 







rift for it of grace and li 


c&t of a final conquett.’ 





ght, of holinefs and com-' 
olations and influences of th 1 Spirit, and the bé- 


[To be*continued.1 
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CENSURE ITS MEMBERS 


CONCERNING THE DUTY OF A CHURCH TO. 


FOR THE SIN 


OF. HERESY. 
[Continued from page 149.) 
UT fill it is to be expected that many will pay no regard 


to thefe 4 wees until they fee all the objections againg 
cenfuring men for herefy fairly removed. ‘This is an hard con- 
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of it: and it is comf 
when their heafts 
any doétrine is di 








is totally blind. 


ments in religion. 





If there be a ftandard of truth, there 1 







of truth, and of confequence i 
which is the oppofite to truth. 


mit be’ the ftandard 


ndard of 
error. It is allowed on all fides, that the Bible is the ie 
e church have a right to try 


dition, which mankind always impofe upon thofe who undertake 
to convince them of any truth which they are unwilling té be- 
lieve. When they are willing to embrace any do&rine, they 
yequire nothing more than plain, conclufive arguments in favour 
fionly eafy to convince their underitandings, 
Bre ready to receive conviction, But when 
agreeable to their feclings, they will not be 
fatisfied with the plaineft and ftrongeft arguments, uniefs the 
objections which arife from prejudice be completely taken away ; 
and this it is often extremely difficult to effect, becaufe prejudice’ 


Thefe obfervations more naturally and juftly apply to the fub- 
ject we are confidering, than to almoft any other point of con- 
troverfy; and clearly fhow the arduous taik fill to be perform- 
ed, in combating the numerous objections which prejudice and_ 
partiality have raifed again{t cenfuring men for erroneous fenti-’ 


Some fay, that they cannot believe it to be right to cenfure any 
man for herefy, becaufe it is impoflible to define it, or afcertain 
wherein it confifts. But is it not as eafy to define error as truth? 


is certainly a fa 
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or, 


i the religious fentiments of every one of their members by this 
ih infallible rule ; and they are juft as capable of determining 


i mental truth in the Bible, 
i _ of this truth is a fundamental error. 


i what are effential or furidamental errors, as what are effential or 
r fundamental truths. If hey can find one effential or funda- 
en they r may know that the denial. 


Or if they can find fives 


i, or ten, or twenty, effential and fundamental truths, then they 
: know that the denial of any of thefe truths is a Fuhdsimen™ 
i ar or. Ther € is no more difficulty in difcovering and afcer- 
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taining herefys than in difcovering and,afcertainif 
ing the word of God for a ftandard oftruth an 

no more difficulty in determining what is herefy, me Neer. 
mining what is immorality. As there are plainc of immo- 
rality, fo there are plain cafes of herefy ; and as there are doubt- 
ful cafes ofimmorality, fo there are doubtful cafes of herefy. 
But it isno more neceflary to determine all poffible cafes of here- 
fy, in order to cenfure a perfon for one plain fundamental error, 
than it is neceffary to determine all poflible cafes of immorali- 
ty, in order to cenfure a perfon for a plain overt act of fraud or 
injuftice, A church ought to judge of herefy as they do of im- 
morality, by the word of God, and to be as itrit in cenfuring 
men for grofs herefy, as for grofs immorality. 

Some think it is wrong to cenfure men for herefy, becaufe 
they have a right to judge for themfelves in matters of religion, 
and to embrace what fentiments they pleafe. 1t is undoubtedly 
true, that every man has a right to fearch the fcriptures, and to 
embrace the doftrines which they contain, upon the evidence 
which they exhibit; but he has no right to judge wrong, and 
embrace error inftead of truth. This m illyftrated by a 
familiar example. Paul had a right to ro himfelf, whe- 
ther Chrift was the true Meiliah. He was nét obliged to believe 
this upon the mere opinion or report of others, It was his du- 
ty to examine the evidence which Chrift exhibited of his being 
the Son of God and Saviour of the world, and to believe accord- 
ing to evidence. But he had no right to reject the clear evi- 
dence of his being the Mefliah, and to treat him as an impoftor. 
Though every man hasa right to judge according to evidence, 
yet no man has a right to judge contiary to it. It is abfurd to 
fuppofe, that God fhould require men to believe the truths con- 
tained jn his word, and yet give them a right to reject them at 
their pleafure. ‘The Bible is fuperior to any ;man’s private judg- 
ment, therefore the church have a divine warrant to cenfure any 
of its members for holding fentiments contrary to that infallible 
ftandard of truth. 

Some object againft cenfuring men for herefy, becaufe the 
hu ind is fo framed that it is conftrained to believe in every 
cafe @kactly as it does, and of @onfequence no man can be juftly 
condemned for his faith. ‘This objeétion is founded upon a falfe 
fuppofition that the scart is never’ concerned in believing or 
difbelieving. ‘Fhere are, indeed, fome mathematical and {pecu- 
lative truths, which carry conviction in fpite of the heart; but the 
heart is always concerned in believing ‘or difbelieving all truths 
of amoral nature. So far as the heart is concerned in believing or 
difbelieving truths of this kind, a man merits either praife or 

lame. The belief of fome errors is as clear an evidence of a cor- 


upt heart, as the practice of fome vices. Whenever, therefore, 
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166 : On the Duty of a Church, 8c. [SerremBer, 
a church findyany member guilty of grofsand fundamental er- 
1¢y “have a~ goodifight to cut him off, as unworthy of 






*Chriftian charity and communion. 
It is omens faid, that nothing fhort of infallibility can 
qualify a church to cenfure any man for herefy, and no Pro- 
teftant church will pretend that they poffefs this divine prero- 
gative. If there were no difference between infallibility and 
total ignorance, there would be great force in this objection ; 
but there is a wide difference between them. Infallibility im- 
plies an impoffibility of erring in judgment, but fallibility implies 
both a poffibility of judging wrong, and a poffbility of judging 
right. Fallible men may know fomething, though they do not 
know every thing; and they may fometimes judge right, 
though they may fometimes judge wrong. Fallibility is by no 
means inconfiftent with certainty, but admits of every degree 
of abfolute knowledge which falls fhort of omnifcience. A fal- 
lible church, therefore, may be well qualified, in point of know- 
ledge, to judge of the moft important doétrines of the gofpel, 
and to cenfure thofe who deny them. It no more requires in- 
fallibility in a church to cenfure a man for herefy, than for im- 
morality. Who fay, that one Chriftian may not with pro- 
priety blame and™¥febuke another for his criminal conduc ? 
Paul required Titus to rebuke the erroneous fharply, “ that they 
might be found in the faith.” And Paul himfelf blamed and 
rebuked Peter for allowing the Jews to obferve the laws of 
Mofes, which were fuperfeded and abrogated by the gofpel. 
If one fallible Chriftian_ may juftly blame and rebuke another, 
then, for the fame reafon, on fallible church may not only 
blame and rebuke, but cenfure and excommunicate, one of their 
members, either for immorality or herefy. It would be ftrange 
indeed, if a whole church, though deftitute of infallibility, fhould 
not have knowledge fufficient to detect and cenfure a gfofs er- 
ror of a private brother. 
It is often faid, the apoftle Paul difclaimed all dominion over 
the faith of Chriftians, and fo fhould every church, and never 
refume to cenfure their'members for erroneous fentiments. It 
is true, he tells the Chriftians, ** We have no domini ver 
your faith, but are helpers of your joy.” But what i he 
mean by this declaration? It is@vident he meant no more than 
this, that he did not require them to place an implicit faith in 
him, or to believe what he taught, without examining and fee- 
ing the evidence of truth for themfelves. But this was very 
different from giving them a licenfe to reje& the doétrines he 
taught, after they had examined the evidence upon which they 
were founded. He meant to difclaim that dominion over the 
faith of Chriftians, which the Pope exercifes when he commands 
them to believe what he afferts, whether true or falfe, upon pain 
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of damnation. But he might difclaim this arbitrary power, 
and yet require Chriftians to believe teuth, and up- 
on proper evidence. And we find that he did” give 
this authority over the profeflors of Chriftianity ;,for he tells 
Timothy that he had a@tually cenfured Hymeneus and Alexan- 
der for making fhipwreck of the faith. Hence no objection 





‘can be fairly drawn, from either his precepts or examples, a- 


gainft cenfuring men for herefy. 
[To be concluded in our next. | 
eA Vl 
LETTERS ON SOLITARY DEVOTION, 
From Pascat to Jutta. 
LETTER III. 


HERE are feveral confiderations which are furnifhed in 
the fcriptures, My dear Julia, which may with propriety 
operate as very pewerful inducements to engage us to much 
ftrictnefs in the duty of prayer. 
In the firft place, there is fomething powerfully attractive in 
that character which our Maker is pleafed oe in this re- 
] 








{pet. It is that of a prayer-hearing God. Says the Pfalmiit, 
“O thou that heareft prayer, unto thee fhall all flefh come.” 
In the 45th chapter of Ifaiah are thefe memorable words : ‘I have 
not fpoken in fecret, in a dark place of the earth. 1 faid not 
unto the feed of Jacob, Seek ye mein vain.” Our bleffed Lord, 
on the occafion of raifing Lazarus from the dead, fays to his 
Father, “ I thank thee that thou haft heard - me. And I know 
that thou heareft me always.”” Thefe paffages affure us of the 
perfed difpofition of our Heavenly Father to hear, and that he 
does actually hear, with infinite propitioufnefs, all prayer. Sure- 
ly there is fomething very endearing and inviting in this charac- 
ter: efpecially when it is confidered, that we are guilty crea- 


‘tures, that we have forfeited all fuch indulgence, and have pro- 


voked him to treat us with inexorable difpleafure by the fla- 

nt manner in which we have obftinately refufed to hear the 
overtures of his grace? Could we wonder if he fhould fwear 
in his wrath, that he never would hear us, let our needs be ev- 
er ees, and our agony ever fo extreme? But, without be- 
ing induced to treat us in this manner, he is found afluming, and 
conftantly manifefting himfelf to us under, the charaéter of a 


‘~prayer-hearing God. O! had we but hearts to feel what the 
‘moral beauty of this character is calculated to infpire, we 
-fhould be drawn irrefiftibly to this duty. The moral inftruc- 


tion of the parable of the Prodigal Son is fo perfuafive in this 
refpect, that I cannot omit fuggefting it. “ But when he was 
yeta great way of his father daw him, and had compaflion, and 
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263 Letters on Solitary Devotion. [SerTemBers 
rany and fell on his neck, and kifled him.” Isit fo? Does 
os _me feturni ning praying creature with fuch an affec- 

fe welc he hear fo promptly the firft broken 
Fr aoa foul? Then you will agree. with me 
that the finfier mult have a very hard heatt indeed who ¢an re- 
fule to pray. But, 

Secondly, as an iiluftration of this chatacter, we have prefent- 
ed in the fcriptures innumerable promifes that all prayer fhall 
be certainly heard. When I fay, ail prayer, you cannot under- 
ftand me as mearting to comprehend the prayer of the hypa- 
crite. No. It is impoflible but that this fhould be an abomi- 
natidn.. “ God heareth not finners:” That goodnefs of .God 
which difpofes him to hear penitent prayer, muft difpofe him to 
abhor, and fhut his ears againft, impenitent prayer. By all 
prayer I mean, all dutiful, affectionate prayer. And it is fuch 
prayer only that I am reeds tidiitis to you. Now, with ré- 
{pect to this, it ts exprefsly declared, “ Afk, and it fhallbe given 
you, feek, and ye fhall find, knock, and it ‘thall be opened unto 
you. For every one that afketh receiveth, and he that feeketh 
findeth, and to him who knocketh it fhall be opened. Or what 
man is there of you, whom if his fon aik bread, Will he give 
him a ftone? offifhe atk a fith will he give him 2 ferpent? If 
ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how: much more fhall your Father who is in heaven 
give good things to them that afk him :—And all things what- 
foever ye fhall afk in prayet, believing, ye fhall receive :—And 
whatfoever ye fhall afk in my name; that will I do, that the Fa- 
ther may be glorified i in the Son. If ye fhall afk any —s in- 
my name I will do it”? I mieht multiply many more fuch ex- 
prefs promifes. But. it muft be néedlefs. 'Thefe are conclu- 
five in determining the fuccefs of all prayer. If thefe promifes 
do not lead us to abound in this duty, we seve mutt be be- 
yond the reach of motive. 

Thirdly, we have the examples of all good men in every pé- 
riod of the world who have gone before us in the diligent prac- 
tice of this duty, and efpecially the example of our Redeemer: 
He fpent whole nights in prayer. Prayer was his clement. 
There is fomething very alluring to an mgenuous mind in the 
example of the good and the beloved. We feem to be c in- 
ed toimitation. The example of our Lord is recommended by 
every moving confideration. Thefe examples I had occafion 
to notice in my laft, inreference to prayer as a general duty 3 but 
as they are particularly in point here, 1 cannot forbear to 
advert to them again. Whatever he did is powerfully re- 
commended to us, becaufe He did it. Let us, my dear Julia, 
feel the conftraining power of this example. If we do fo, we 






sannot be remiis in the article of fecret devotion. Its impor-. 
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tance to your ufefulnefs, to your progrefs in religion, and to your 
perfonal comfort, { fhall make the fubje@ of my nae letter. 
In the mean time I am, &c. 





LETTER IV. 
A. LLOWING, my dear Julia, all the weight that is due to 


: your own difcreet obfervations on the importance of an 
habitual folitary devotion, I think it may be of great ufe to you 
for me to fix, if poffible, more indelibly in your mind, a juft view 
of its importance by fuch remarks as have occurred to me in 
the courfe of my reading and experience. One great object 
with a benevolent mind is, to be as ufeful as poffible to others, 
What is life worth, unlefs it can be ufefully employed? Of 
what value are our intelleétual talents, energies and improve- 
ments, unlefs they can be direéted to promote the lafting ad- 
vantage of our fellow mortals? Thofe capacities fit us to em- 
brace a focial good. And if we feel that generous, difenterefted 
love, which is the principle of the new creature, our chief con- 
cern will centre in the good of others. To underftand accurate- 
ly what is their proper good, or wherein real ufefulnefs confilts, 
is an interefting article of true knowledge. Were we to form our 
conclufions on the authority of the maxims and manners of the 
world, we fhould remain of the opinion, that the cultivation of 
certain exterior accomplifhments, fitting us to play off the tricks 
of an artful diffimulation, and to figure in fafhionable circles, 
was the molt ufeful exercife of our underftandings. But the 
real good of man confifts, not in the influence he has over the 
wayward paflions of others, but in the knowledge and enjoy- 
ment of God. There is no truer aphorifm than that of the 
{cripture, that “ 'To° know God and Jefus Chrift is life eter- 
nal. ‘It is the mifery of man that he is morally divorced from 
God, and is left to wander in the mazes of vain expectation and 
purfuit. It is his true felicity to be brought back to a humble 
acquaintance with him. This is in faéthisfole concern. No in- 
tellectual improvement is valuable any farther than it is fubfer- 
vient to this great end. The higheft proficiency in literature, 
or a proud worldly philofophy, is an empty acquifition when in- 
fubordinate to this object. To drefs, and jaunt about, the 
mere child of pafflion, and to fly from pleafure to pleafure, as 
do the greateft part of the gay world, or more laborioufly to do 
nothing, is quite unworthy of a creature bound for immortality. 
True ufefulnefs then confifts in the moral recovery of {inners to 
the knowledge of God; in bringing back the minds of our 
partners in guilt to virtue, to purity, to a preparednefs for glo- 
ry- lf I can inftrumentally pour divine knowledge into the 
mind of a loft finner, gain his attention to religious confidera- 
tions, win his heart, and prefent him as a chafte virgin to Chrilt, 
77 wes. I. , 1 
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I beitow on him an infinitely greater good, than if I enriched 
him with allthe wealth of the thitverle. Subordinate to this, 
the generous Chriftian may be kindly and ufefully employed in 
ig g the offices of domettic life, m*wiping away the tear 

of gric from the forrowing eye, adminiflering to Y the neceflitous, 
and aiding the peaceful exit of the dying. Your tender heart, 
my dear. Julia, beats high, I know, to fpend the fequél of your 
jife in this amrable manner. Balls and fongs, the food of felfifh 
minds, have lott all their charms to you, fince the lovelinefs of 
Chriftian virtue was prefented to your {piritual dHcernment, by 
that Hand which at a fingle itreke fpread on the canvafs of 
nature all its beanties. I. fee; or think I fee, the tear of: this 
generous compatiion {tart from your eye. I hear you exclaim, 
© let me thus live to God. Let me, like my dear Jefus, go 
about doing good. Let me be inftrumental in brimging fome 
fott iinmers to thy bofom, O Immanuel! But, my Folia, that you 
may have a heart to go about this work, to perfevere m it, to be 
fortified againft all the difcouragements and obftacles you will 
meet, and to facceed in it, you will need to employ yourfelf 
much im the exercifes of mportunate prayer. How apt are our 
hearts to falter in the profecution of duty! How naturally 
does a ftupid indifference creep upon us! In what danger are 
we from thofe humerous examples of moral apathy which are 
around us! How liable to hide cur talent m the earth! To 
be awake to duty; to be difpofed to fearch out the caufe we 
know not, to arreit every opportitnity of advancing the great 
object of our exiftence, we have need of the energy of the Ho- 
ly Spirit ; we need to be propelled by a fpecial divine influence ; 
which influence we fhould theretore moft earneftly and conftant- 
ly fupplicate. Prayer is not the caufe, but it is the procuring’ 
medium, of this grace; through which it flows, and without 
which no contiderable degree of it can be expetted to exift in 
our hearts: Habitual devotion will, beftdes, generally be ac- 
companied with that iweet ferenity of mind, and tendernefs of 
love, which give to all benevoleiit efforts that pecultar power to 
convince, to win and to fubdue, which I dare fay you muft have 
admired in a tew of your moit amiable Chriltian acquaintance. 
It! keeps at the fame time in the view of the mind. thofe grand 
and all-important coneerns of eternity; which are the moft effica- 
cious motives to benevolent action. On this principle, it may 
be laid down as a Chriftian maxim, that a devotional life will, 
other things being equal, be the moft ufeful life. ‘To thefe con- 
fiderations might be pertimently added, that of the efficacy of 
prayer in drawing down divine bleflings upon thofe for whom 
we intercede. This is a contribution which charity naturally 
makes, and is one of her beit gifts. “ The effectual, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” Then prayer its 
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felf is the moft ufeful fervice. It is pouring in oil and ih oe 
to the wounds of our {piritually difeaied fellow creatut fes, hep 
they would otherwife perifh. . {t is procuring for the 
minable benefits, when they are perhaps whoily infenfible of it. 
We afcribe much to the active eiforts of fome zealous champi- 
ons of the faith. But pofiibly the retired, devotional importu- 
nity of an obicure child of grace, like Lydia of Thyatira, or 
Mifs Anthony, will be found to have operated more propitioul- 
ly ftill in aid of the dear kingdom of Chrift. While 1 am thus: 
urging the ufefulnefs of {pending much of your time in exer- 
cifes of devotion, I muft not forget to mention the joy which 
evidence of an uncommon degree of this fpirit in you will give 
to the whole circle of your pious friends. ‘They all love you; 
and they Joye religion more. Their felicity depends not a 
little upon you. 1f you are known to be carelefs in perform- 
ing the duties of religion, your careleffnefs will affié them. If 
you appear to them to haye the familiarity of a child with God; 
if you appear to hold a feeling intercourfe with the invifible 
world; if they fee you afpiring, in the labours of faith, after 
the holy felicities of heaven; you will be more and more love- 
ly intheir eyes. You will be an object of pleafing confideration 
to them. Converfation refpecting you will enliven their hearts, 
and prompt them to imitation. ‘They will blefs God for what 
they fee in you of the fruits of the Spirit Thus, as an object 
of thought, as an example of unaffected goodneis, you will con- 
tribute to promote the pious joy of your acquaintance, and, 
{pread abroad the honour of divine grace. 

Other engagements oblige me to clofe this letter, before I 
have faid all that I wifhed to obferve to you on the importance 
otf your adorning your profeflion in this reipect. Other remarks 
ihall be given to you im my next. 

I am, &ce. 
ees 2 
THE IMMUTABILITY OF GOD ILLUSTRATED. 
{ Continued from page 86.) 
T may not be i improper, previoufly to proceeding to the in- 
ferences and remarks in contemplation, to notice fome oi 
thofe paflages of {cripture which ieem to exhibit the Divine 
Being in a different light from thofe above mentioned. Of 
thefe the following are a fpecimen :—Gen. vi. 6. it repented the 
Lord that be had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 
1 Sam. xv. 35. The Lord repenied that he had made Saul king over 
Ifrael. Jonah iii. 10. God repented of the evil that he faid he would 
as unto them, and he did it not. 

paises thefe texts, and others of fimilar import, at firft 

jew feem to reprefent God as a mutable being, yet they are 
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doubtlefs confiftent with perfe& immutability. 'To underftand 
them, it is neceflary to know what is meant by repentance as it re- 
ects. If it mean precifely the fame, when applied to 
ht 'it does when applied to men, he is indeed a mutable 
being. For repentance in men implies a radical change in the 
moral exercifes of their minds; or, in other words, a change 
from the love and practice of fin, to the leve and praétice of ho- 
linefs. Sinners, antecedently to repentance, love fin. It is 
fuited to the tafte and relifh of their hearts, and its practice af- 
fords them gratification. While this is their charaéter, holinefs 
is difagreeable, and they derive pleafure neither from its joys 
nor employments. But when repentance takes place, their feel- 
ings undergo a total change with regard to fin. They then 
loathe and hate it, as the greateft of all evils: its pratice be- 
comes unpleafant and difagreeable, and they forfake it: holinefs 
becomes pleafant and agreeable, and they prattife it. Thus re- 
pentance in men implies an effential change in their moral cha- 
racter and conduct. But it is utterly impoffible that God fhould 
thus repent; for he never did love and practife fin, and there- 
fore never can turn from the love and praétice of it. Repen- 
tance of fin, or turning from the love and pra@ice of it, ne- 
ceflarily fuppofes that the perfon who thus repents and turns 
did previouily love and practife fin. But the infinitely good 
God never did love and praétife fin, but has from eternity hated 
fin, and loved holinefs. Thefe affections are infeparable from 
his nature, and therefore imply no change, but are cenfiftent 
with abfolute immutability. But, notwithftanding God has 
from eternity loved holineis, and hated fin, and notwithftand- 
ing it is impoflible for him to undergo any effential change of 
mind towards thefe different objects, yet, fince rational creatures 
may experience fuch an effential moral change as is implied in 
turning from the love and practice of holinefs to the love and 
practice of fin, and from the love and practice of fin to the love 
and practice of holinefs, God’s conduct towards them may vary 
as often and to as great a degree as they experience fuch moral 
changes. Such changes as thefe are confiltent with abfolute 
immutability. Indeed the former are as effential to the perfec- 
tion of the divine charaéter as the latter. Had God’s mind 
and conduct towards the angels who kept not their firft eftate, 
and towards mankind before and after the apoftacy, been pre- 
cifely the fame, they would have proved him to be a very im- 
perfe& and fintulbeimg. It is effential to the perfeétion of his 
moral character that he fhould poflefs aud maniteft different ex- 
ercifes towards holy and unholy begs. This does not fuppofe, 
however, that he has any new perceptions and feelings refpect. 
ing fin and holinefs, or that there is the leait alteration in any 
one of his perfections. For he knew from eternity that the 
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period would arrive in which intelligent creatures pofieffing fpe- 
, cifically different moral characters would exift, and, as early, 
intended that they fhould receive different treatment. But as 
the idea to which we are now attending,is highly important, 
let us examine fome of thofe texts which repretent God as re- 
penting and changing, and fee whether they imply any thing 
more than different exercifes towards his creatures in conte- 
quence of the changes they experience. ‘“ It repented the Lord 
that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his 
heart.” This, moft certainly, does not imply that God repent- 
ed, in the fenfe in which finners repent when they turn trom 
the love and prattice of fin to the love and praétice of holinets, 
for he had not been the fubje& of fin. Nor does it imply that 
he began then to hate fin; for he had hated it from eternity. 
But it implies that he felt differently towards mankind from 
what he did in their primitive ftate, and that he was determin- 
ed to treat them differently. So long as Adi:-m retained his 
primeval rectitude, he was an object of the divine approbation ; 
but as foon as he apoftatifed he became an object of the divine 
difpleafure. Man, not God, was the fubject of change. In 
confequence of this change in Adam, God baniihed him from 
the blifsful garden of Eden; which he never would have done 
had he remained innocent. While the fallen angels continued 
holy, they were objects of the divine favour ; but the moment 
they changed their feelings towards God, he changed his con- 
duct towards them. When the antediluvian world, with rete- 
rence to whom the text now under confideration was more im- 
mediately fpoken, had been univerfally corrupt, God threaten- 
ed their ruin as follows: “I wil! deftroy man whom I have 
created from the face of the earth, both man and bealt—for it 
repenteth me that I have made them. But Noah found grace in 
the eyes of the Lord.” From this it appears that repentance 
when applied to God is a change of divine conduct towards 
moral creatures as they change. For why did God threaten 
to deftroy men from the face of the earth? This threatening 
never would have proceeded from the mouth of the Lord, it 
Adam and the whole human race had remained in a flate of ho- 
linefs, obedient to the law of God. Its repenting the Lord 
therefore that he had made man exprefles his utter difapproba- 
tion of the fin of men, and his change of condu& towards them, 
and his determination therefore to deftroy man from the face 
of the earth. Hereby God expreffes his hatred to all iniquity ; 
and thigis effential to the moral character of the Supreme Be- 
ing. But this change of divine conduct towards creatures does 
not in any degree or in any fenfe affect the divine immutability. 
For this change of divine conduct does not arife from any 
change in the Divine Mind, but from a change or divertity otf 
the moral characters of his creatuggs. 
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Since it is effential to the moral character of God to love 
righteouinefs, and hate iniquity, he will love his rational crea 
tures fo long as they continue holy; but as foon as they feats 
to be holy, and become the fubjects of fin, inftead of continuing 
the objects of his complacency, they become the objects of his 
difpleature. In like manner, as foon as thofe who have hereto- 
fore been totally corrupt reform, and become the fubjedcts of 
real holinefs, they will {hare in the divine approbation; and his 
love to them will always be proportionate to their benevolence. 
Hence, when finners repent and reform, God is faid to repent of 
the evil which he thought to do unto them. He then averts 
thofe evils which he otherwife would have infliéted.—Thele ob- 
fervations are illuftrated in the following paflage, contained in 
the eighteenth of Jeremiah : “ At what inftant I fhall {peak con- 
cerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and 
to pull down, and to deltroy it; if that nation, againtt whom 
I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the 
evil that I thought to do unto them. And at what inftant I 
fhall {peak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to 
build and to plant it ; if it do evil in my fight, that it “obey not 
my voice, then I will repent of the good wherewith | iaic, LL 
would benefit them,” 

That the preceding explanation of repentance, when ufed with, 
application to the infinite JeHovan, harmonizes with facred, 
{cripture, is further evident from his conduct towards the inha- 
bitants of Nineveh. God faid unto Jonah, “ Arife, go into. 
Nineveh, that great city, and cry againft it, for their wicked- 
nefs is come up before me. And Jonah began to enter into the 
city a day’s journey, and he cried and faid, Yet forty days and 
Nineveh thall be overthrown.” But when the forty days had 
expired, Nineveh was not overthrown ; for God repented of the 
evil which he thought te do unto them. But in what fente did 
he repent? Let the infpired narrative anfwer: ‘‘ So the peo- 
ple of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a faft, and put on 
fackcloth, from the greateft of them even to the leaft of them. 
For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arofe from his 
throne, and he laid his robe Bed him, and covered him in fack- 
cloth, and fat in afhes.. And he caufed it to be proclaimed and 
publifhed throughout Nineveh, faying, Let neither man nor 
beaft, herd nor flock, ‘tafte any thing; let them not feed nor. 
drink water. But let man and bealt be covered with fackcloth, 
aid ery mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every ong irom 
his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands. ho 
can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his 
fierce anger, that we perifh not?” Here we fee that an impor- 
tant change took place among the profligate, abandoned inha- 
eOitants of Nineveh. There was undoubtedly a general exter- 
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nal reformation; and we have reafon to believe,that many be- 
came the fubjects of repentance unto life. In confequence of 
this change in them, God did not execute that awful deftruction 
which he threatenedeby the mouth of his prophet. Hence we 
read, “ And God faw their works, that they turned from their 
evil way, and God repented of the evil that he fatd he would de 
unto them, and he did it not.” It mutt be evident, to all who 
fuitably attend to the fubjeét, that the repentance which God 
manitelted upon this occafion did not imply the leat change in 
his character, but only a change of difpenfations towards his 
creatures, in confequence of their repentance or change. The 
obfervations which have been made will elucidate thofe other 
paffages of fcripture in which God is reprefented as the fubject 
of repentance. He is fubject to nochange. He is the fame, 
yelterday, to-day, and forever. We fhall clofe our remarks, 
upon this part of the fubje@, by the following quotation from a 
celebrated author: “ When, upon the reformation of {fimners, 
God is faid to repent of the evil which he had threatened againit 
them, this intimates no more than that he {fuits his difpenfations 
to the alterations which take place in, the character of men. 
His difpofition towards good and evil continues the fame, but 
variéS in its application, as its objects vary; juft as the laws 
themfelves, which are capable of no change of affection, bring 
tewards or puniihments at different times to the fame perfon, 
according as his behaviour alters. Immutability is indeed fo 
clofely connected with the notion of fupreme perfection, that 
wherever any rational conceptions of Deity have taken place, 
this attribute has been afcribed to him ” 
HORATIO. 
£ To be continued.) — 
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ACCOUNT OF LEVI AMES, 


WHO WAS EXECUTED IN BOSTON FOR BURGLARY, OCT. 177%. 








Zo the Editors of the Maffachufetis Mifionary Magazine. 
GENTLEMEN, 


THE following account of Levit Amis is extracted from 
the Sermon which was preached on the Sabbath after his exe- 
cution. It is fent to you, hoping that you will give it a place 
in your uieful Magazine, and that it may be a mean of quick- 
ening faints in prayer for finners, ‘and in praife to God for his 
fovereign grace. And who knows but that fome.finner may 
be awakened by it, and be led to look to the mercy of God 
through Jefus Chrift unto eternal life ? 


For the information of thofe who have not feen the fermon, 
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E would objerve, that this perfon early in life began to fteal; 
which finful practice he followed, until he was apprehended for 
breaking open a houfe in Bofton : at which place he was exe- 
cuted, O&. 21, 1773, at the age of twenty-one. 1OTA 


“cc F TER his condemnation, there was a remarkable con- 

cern for him on the minds of many of the children of 
God, both minifters and private Chriftians; who feemed to be 
favoured with an uncommon fpirit of prayer for his falvation. 
Many fupplications afcended to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift from day to day for poor Ames, that he might 
be a monument of fovereign mercy, and die in faith. Nor was 
this the only way in which they difcovered their real regards 
for him. He was vifited by my fathers and brethren in the 
miniltry, of both town and country, and by many private Chrif- 
tians of different denominations. Kindnefies were fhewn him 
from various quarters ; nor was he infenfible of the obligations 
he was under to his benefactors. 

“ Having received a meflage from him acquainting me that 
he defired a vifit, I went to fee him ; and found him feemingly 
ftupid, with but little to fay: nor did he appear to be fo affeét- 
ed with his condition as a condemned malefaZor, as one would rea- 
fonably have expe&ted. ‘This was the itate of his mind the firft 
vilits 1 made him. I endeavoured to lay before him, in as 
plain a manner as poflible, the nature of the divine law, under 
which he was as a man, and to the curfe of which he Rood molt 
juitly expofed by his tranfgreflions : knowing that dy the law is 
the knowledge of fin. We owned that he was a great finner, and 
deferved to be cait off ; but did not appear to have any proper 
views of his finful nature and life. Some days after, his con- 
{cience feemed to be in fome meafure alarmed, and he difcover- 
ed. unufual uneafinefs, and aflured me, that ‘ he did not know 
what todo. Ihave lived fuch a life, that I can have no hope 
from that, that God will have mercy on me: and my time is fo 
fhort, that I can do no good works to go heaven by.’ Thus he 
was perplexed, not knowing by what method God would fave 
him. An attempt was made to open the gofpel to him, or the 
way of falvation through the complete redemption of Chriit ; 
and he was direéted to the holy fcriptures, as containing the 
whole will of God, refpeéting both the ruin and recovery, the 
law and gofpel. But, omitting much that pailed, I would ob- 
ferve, that at a certain time I found him in keen diftrefs from a 
fenfe of his finful condition; when he deciared that he faw 
himfelf : ‘ Yes, (faid he) ‘I feel that Iam loft! I fometimes 
think that 1 am given over to deftruétion, and that there is no 
mercy for me. Iam undone in foul and body. If I go to 
the place of execution as I am now, they muft drag me like a 
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bullock to the flaughter. Oh, muftI die fo! Iam like aman 
that made a great fire, and then run right into it. So I have 
done ; I have run from God, and muft be damned, if God will 
not have mercy on me! May I not have a little longer time 
than is now fixed? At this time he appeared to have very 
clear views of the juftice of God in condemning him, fhould 
that be the cafe. ‘1 fee (faid he) that if God could damn me 
a thoufand times, he would be juft ; I never did any thing but 
fin againft him.’ Thus I left him, confident that neither men 
nor angels could help him; and that God would have mercy 
on whom he would have mercy. 

“ In this diftreifed ftate of mind he continued until Friday 
evening, the 8th of Ocober; when, according to his own ac- 
count of the matter, he was unexpectedly relieved, in good mea- 
fure, by Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27—* A new heart will 1 give you, 
and a new fpirit will 1 put within you; and I will take away 
the ftony heart out of your flefh, and I will give you an heart 
of flefh,? &c. Upon hearing that, the prifoner appeared eafy 
in his mind. I called to fee him, being defirous to know what 
was the occafion of it; and not without fears, left he fhould 
compafshimfelf with fparks of his own kindling. Upon con- 
verfing with him, he faid, ‘I feel my mind peaceable ; fuch a 
peace as | never knew afly thing of in my life before. I was 
turning over a little book which was put into my hands, and 
caft my eye on thefe words, 4 new heart will I give you, &c. It 
ftruck me; it came as if it was a promife to me. I wanted this 
new heart ; for my heart was bad, badindeed. This was God’s 
promife. I knew that God could not lie; and therefore, if [ 
would not believe this, I would believe nothing. I was now 
fure that God could give me a new heart—Oh ! that is what 
{ moft wanted ; and I could not get it : but God hath let me 
fee that he gives it.” He faid feveral things about the grace of 
God in giving a new heart, a right fpirit, &c. and particularly 
difcovered the view he had of the enmity of his own heart a- 
gainft God, in the following fentence: ‘ I now fee that I have 
finned againft God all my life, with as much envy as ever I kil- 
led a fnake, which I always had the greateft hatred to.” He at 
this time fpoke of his former contempt of the gofpel with evi- 
dent forrow ; and expreffed his gratitude to all thofe who had 
vifited him with a view of making him acquainted with the 
way of falvation through Chrift. ‘This (faid he) I never 
knew any thing of before, though I have always lived in this 
land, where the gofpel is.” From the time mentioned above, 
until his death, he had much to fay about the words of the apof- 
tle John—*‘ The blood of Chrift cleanfeth from all fin.’ This 
feemed to dwell in his mind; and on this truth he affured me 
he refted all his hopes, or his foul, guilty as it was. 

Vor. I. Y % 
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‘* The Saturday morning before his death 1 was with him. 
When he was brought into the room, I obferved that his coun- 
tenance appeared ferene; rather pleafant. I afked him how he 
did as to the ftate of his mind. His anfwer was, as nearly as I 
ean recolleé&, ‘ Comfortable ; I want to be with Chrift : he is 
glorious, and I am finful.’ 

«“ The afternoon before his execution, I found him much ter- 
rified with the profpect of the manner of his death : he trembled, 
and thus exprefled himfelf: ‘I think I fee mytelf hanging up 
before the people.’ But this fear foon fubfided; and, at his 
own defire, he had three Chriftian friends to fpend the night 
with him: by whom I have been informed of his behaviour 
through the night, and the manner in which they employed 
their time. 

“¢ When they went into the room he had the Bible in his 
harid ; and, being afked how he was, he faid, ¢ ] am eafy ;’ and 
began to read the third chapter of John; and when he came to 
the words of Chrift concerning the new birth, he flopped, and 
teftified that he had reafon to think that God had given him to 
know by experience what he was: he faid feveral things re- 
fpecting his view of the excellency of God, and the evil of fin ; 
and thought, as far as he knew his heart, that he did love God 
for his own worthinefs, and hate fin becaufe contrary to God; 
and affured the company that he hated his own evil thoughts, 
and wanted to be freed trom all fin; crying out at times, ‘If 
I am not right, 1 hope God will put me right. I fee (faid he} 
that, if I could be admitted into heaven with this body of fin, L 
could not be happy; I know I mutt be like God; I muit be 
holy.” He flept none all night ; and at times ufed the follow- 
tng expreflions : §O what frould I do if it was not for Jefus 
Chrift ! wonderful goodnefs and love of God! How have we 
finned agamft him!’ The company prayed with him alternate- 
ly ; and he, at their defire, prayed alio. In his addrefs to 
God, he appeared fentible of his untpeakable guilt, and affected 
with the wonderfal way of falvation by Chrift; and earneftly 
begged that the Lord would be with him in his laft hours: 
nor did he forget to pray for his friends, and his enemies. In 
the morning he declared that he had a pleafant night, appear- 
ed refigned, and bid his friends farewell with calmnefs, never 
expecting to fee them on earth again. 

“ At nine o’clock that morning (which was the day of his 
execution) at his requeft I vifited him, found him folemn and - 
compofed, confidering the cireumftances in which he was, and 
had much converfation with him, in the prefence of four or five 
perfons of ferious character. His views of himfelf, and of re- 
demption by Chrift, were the fame as are mentioned before ; 


therefore it is needicfs to repeat them. At this time, he more 
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than once faid, ‘I hope I am right, and fhall not deceive my- 
felf: on Chrift alone I reft; if I perifh, I will periflt at his 
feet.’ 

“‘ But I come now to the converfation that I had with him 
as we walked in folemn pace to the place of death. 

«“ About two o’clock he came out of the prifon yard, attended 
with all the awful formalities of execution ; his arms pinioned, 
and the halter about his neck; following the cart in which were 
his coffin and the ladder. Gladly would I have been excufed 
from this painful office; but the youth’s importunity, and 2 
fonfe of duty, forbade me to decline it. I therefore ftepped up 
to him, and thus addrefled him: ‘ Ames, how do you feel un- 
der your prefent circumftances?? The aniwer was not a little 
furprifing—‘ I feel compofed; {am not afraid: what can make 
me feel io? could it be if [ had not a good hope?” This natu- 
rally led me to enter upon a familiar confideration of the nature 
of *a good hope’ fuch as, that hope is the expectation of enjoy- 
ing a certain good at a future period—that a good hope of eter- 
nal life, or happinefs hereafter, is a gift of God—that it has 
for its foundation the righteoufnefs of Chrift—that the man 
who has a good hope has been made fenfible of his guilt and 
helpleisnefs, and, from a view of Chrift as the ground of his 
hope, has been enabled to fy to him, and caf himfelf upon him, 
expecting the blefling hoped for wholly as a free gift, he being 
unworthy, and having nothing to bring as a price in his hand : 
further, that where this divine hope is there will be fuch gra- 
cious exercifes of mind as thefe—Hatred of fin, fin of heart and 
life, becaufe of its oppofition to God—a prevailing defire to be 
perfectly free from all fin, and like to God: with much to the 
fame purpofe, &c, He liftened with a folemn attention ; and 
when I had done, he faid, ‘ 1 know that there is no other falva- 
tion but Chrift; on him I reft my foul; and think I can fay i 
hate fin, becavfe God hates it ; and do long to be made holy— 
I fee that if 1 had finned but once, and could live a thoufand 
years, and pray and read all that time, 1 could not make amends _ 
tor that one fin—I can have no hope but Chrift—lf ever I en- 
ter into heaven, it will be by the free grace of God. It can 
only be by the mercy of God, becaufe I never did a good thing 
in all my life: [ have done nothing but fin againtft & od.’ 

“ He difcovered no anxiety about his body, or the death he 
was to die, all the way to the gallows, except once; which I 
think was occafioned by the falling of the end of the halter from 
under his arm. He catched it up, and faid, * Did I ever think 
‘that I fhould have {uch a thing about my neck?’ To which I 
replied, ‘ Ames, how could you expec any thing elfe from your 
manner of life? Did you not tell me, that you once paffed the 
gallows with ftolen goods under your arm, and thought then 
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that you fhould die there, if you did not leave off ftealing” ‘O 
yes, I did. True, true. Butis there not yet hope for fuch a 
jinner? Is not the blood of Chrift fufficient to cleanfe me from 
all fin? On that I truft.? Several times by the way he affec- 
tionately faid the words of David ina fhort prayer to the Lord ; 
Search me, O God, and know my heart ; try me and know my thoughts ; 
and fee what wicked way is in me, and lead me in the way everlafting ! 
J alio obferved him breathe out his foul to God, as we walked, in 
thefe words—* O Lord, make me holy.’ 

I afked him how his paft life appeared to him—To which 
he faid, ‘ Bad, bad beyond all account—my fins frighten me, 

they are fo many and great.’ But ftill he refted on that facred 
<leclaration, The blood of Chrift cleanfeth from aru fin. 

“ He afked feveral queftions about the way of accefs to God 
the. Father through Chrift; and concerning the diftinétion be- 
tween the Father and the Son: alfo whether I thought that the 
fouls of the wicked at death would appear before God to re- 
ceive the fentence of condemnation; or whether they would 


immediately pafs to hell, and wait their doom at the day of 


judgment? To all which I anfwered him. Thefe queftions 
were afked, and the anfwers attended to, with an aftonifhing 
compofure. 

« He mentioned with aftonifhment the horrors of confcience 
he had been under, at a certain time while in prifon; and ex- 
preffed his wonder at God’s goodnefs to him, and his gratitude 
alfo that he now enjoyed fuch an hd sears compofure of mind ; 
and would afk, ‘ How canit be? I hope I am not deceived !’ 

“ By this time, we came in fight of the gallows ; I defigned- 
ly took no notice of it, but watched the prifoner to fee how he 
would behave, expecting that the fight of it would give him a 
jhock. But he looked up and faid, « There is ne gallows ; 
and I fhall foon know, dear Sir, more than you.’ I aiked him 
how his mind was at the near approach of diffolution. ‘I feel 
compofed,’ faid he. 

We were now hindered from further converfation by the pref- 
jing of the multitude, who were all defirous to be as near the 
pritoner as poflible. Upon coming under the gallows, he was 
ordered to get into the cart, and to ftandup while the warrant 
for his execution was read. After which he fat down on his 


- cofiin, and I afked him, as the folemn period was at hand when 


he would launch into eternity, how things appeared to him. 
As for his heart and life, he declared, thaking his head at the 
lame time, that they were ‘bad, dreadful bad ; that he could 
have no hope, if it was not for Jefus Chrift: but that he 
thea ht there was infinite fafety in him.’ 

afked him whether he was fenfible of this truth refpecting 
Chritt; and whether he had reafon to think he could truft his 
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guilty foul on him. He anfwered, ‘O yes, there As no other 
way ; where elfe can I hope? 1 want no other hope— ‘I'he 
blood of Chrift cleanfeth from a// fin.’ O that I may be right!’ 
1 then prayed with him, and after prayer took an affectionate 
leave of him. t parting, he aflured’me that his mind remain- 
ed in the fame flate. I then retired a few fteps from him, leav- 

ing him to the exercife of his own thoughts. He laid his head 
on his coffin for fome time, then kneeled down by’ it, and 
prayed foftly. But it now being within fifteen minutes of the 
time fixed for his execution, he was ordered to ftand upon his 
coffin: he obeyed at once. Being now tied up, and waiting 
the laft minute, he addrefled the people in a few words—‘ Look 
at me, a fight enough to melt a heart of ftone. I am going to 
die for my wickednefs. But the death I am to die is nothing 
compared with the death of Jefus Chrifi on the crofs; for they 
pierced his hands and his fide with a {fpear. O take warning by 
me—If you were my own brethren, near to me as my own (oul, 
I could only tell you to beware of ftealing, fwearing, drinking,’ 
&e. He afked how long he had to live ; and, being told, he 
addrefled himfelf in a folemn prayer to God: among other ex- 
preflions, I recolleé& the following : * Lord, have mercy on me, 
the worft of finners. I can only ftand at a diftance, and fay, 
God be merciful to mea finner. Lord, it is better to truft 
in thee, than to put confidence in man; it is better to truft in 
thee, than to put confidence in princes. If I perifh, Lord Je- 
fus, I will perifh at thy feet: but the blood of Chrifi cleanfeth 
from ail] fin? There were many other exprefljons which he 
ufed in this laft addrefs to God, that appeared to me really 
fuitable to his cafe. He again afked how long he had to live, 
and was aniwered, five minutes. He defired to know when 
the time was out ; and, looking wifhfully atthe fun, he faid, 
‘¢ That fun is almoft down, but before it fets I fhall be in eterni- 
ty, where I never was.’ And pulling the cap over his eyes, he 
cried out, Lord Jefus, into thy hands 1 commend my fpirit.’ 
As he finifhed this fentence, he was turned off, and diced with 

reat eafe. 

“ ] have only now to add, that, both before and fince the 
execution of the unhappy youth, I made inquiry refpecting his 
latter condué&; and have been informed, more than once, by 
the family who daily obferved him, that they néver faw fo great 
an alteration for the hetter in the temper and condudt of any 
man, in fo fhort a time, asin this youth. And, as far as he 
had opportunity, he difcovered a readinefs to forgive, and to 
do a kindnefs for, his worft enemy. Thus he faid he could 
cheerfully and heartily forgive the perfon who, he declared, 
had fworn falfely againft him on: his trial, relative to his fir/ 
entering the houfe of Mr. Bicker. Nor did he only forgive 
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him, but when any of the neighbours fent him victuals, he faid, 
* I can’t eat it; carry it to A , he wants it. This was 
an evidence of a Chriftian temper. Upon the whole, I cannot 
but think that he died a penitent thief. 

“Thus I have, at the warm folicitations of fome of my 
friends, given an account of the exercife of mind of the late 
Levi Ames. They who, with the author, think that he died 
in faith, will admire this difplay of divine grace, and carefully 
aicribe all the glory to God, knowing that it is God who | 
worketh in us, to will and to - of his good pleafure.” 
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ConFERENCE IV. 


Clerus HE profpe& of advantage from the conference 

; brightens: for we not only find the number of 
members increaiing, but the {pirit of religious inquiry highly 
reputable, and ap roved by young people of diftinétion. I have 
en heard of te reral youthful perfons, within the circle, who 
have forfaken the company of infidels, and are deeply impreffed 
with the evidence of fpecial infpiration. Others are the fub- 
jects of deep concern and conviction relative to their moral and 
future {tate. 

Lucinda. The information is the moft agreeable. I have 
alfo heard of feveral of the fame defcription in our vicinity : and 
I cannot but hope that God has a fpecial bieffing in referve for 
poor Sophia, who is abfent on a vifit at Exeter. The arrows 
of conviction have deeply penetrated her mind. She feels con- 
demned, and her afpiring hopes of a worldly nature are prof- 
trate. 

Eufebia. God grant that fhe may find no relief but in Chrift, 
the portion of believers. Poor girl, 1 heartily pity her, and 
tremble at her danger. She ftands on the precipice. 

Clerus. How thankful ought we to feel for thefe tokens of 

ood! But let us refume the fubject of infpiration, which was 
before the lafi conference ; and examine it in a different atti- 
tude. 

Leander. We are pleafed with the topic ; and fhall gratefully 
adopt your method of procefs. 

Clerus. ‘To afcertain whether the Bible is a fyftem of divine 
infpiration, we muft bring the evidence to the teft before the 
bar of reafon and impartial inquiry. 


Leander. 
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Leander. But how fhall this be done in the moft advanta-: 
geous manner? For it is a fact that men of equal ability and 
mformation are differently impreffed with the fame arguments 
and objects. What is more common than diverfity of opinions 
about divine things? On what principle fhall we account for 
it? 

Clerus. The caufes of various opinions and creeds are nu- 
merous. Different interefts, inclinations, habits and affociates ; 
different capacities, and different modes of education; are a- 
mong the motives and caufes of theological diverfity. But, 
though the informed world is full of diverfity of opinion about 
religious things ; though men are the fubjects of various opi- 
nions and creeds, in confequence of caufes eafily afcertained ; 
though they are often deluded, deceived and gulled by artful 
impottors; yet, in other circumitances and conditions, they are 
incapable of being deceived, or of embracing falichood inftead 
of truth. 

Leander. Pleafe, fir, to furnifh an inftance which is proof a- 
grees deception and impofition: for I have rather been in the 

abit of concluding that men are capable of being deceived 
and cheated whenever it comports with the intereft of impoftors. 

Clerus. Not fo, Leander; you are not correct in your con- 
clufion ; as will appear from the following infallible method of 
eftablifhing matters of fa&, contained in a ufeful treatife, which 
has relieved many young perfons perplexed with deiftical ob- 
jeGtiions. ‘Truth and falfehood are fo diverfe that they are capa- 
ble of being manifeltly afcertained and difcriminated from each 
other. Truth, like the morning light, fhines with increafing 
luftre: but falfehood, like the momentary meteor, will not bear 
examination. That fhines to endure; this blazes but to die. 

Leander. What are the infallible criterions to which you 
particularly refer ? 

Clerus. 1.“ When the eyes and ears and other bodily fenfes 
are judges of the matter of faa: 

2. When it is done publicly in the face of the world : 

3. When public monuments are erected, and public memo- 
rials are obferved, to perpetuate the fact: and, 

4- When thefe perpetuating monuments and obfervances 
are inftituted at the time the matter of fa@ exilts, and uni- 
formly continued.” 

There are thoufands of facts, difputed by none, which are 
deftitute of the concurrent influence of thefe criterions. Many 
human actions derive no teftimony from the two laf. But 
when an ation is done which unites and combines all thefe cri- 
terions, that action is proof againft the poflibility of deception 
er impolition. 


Leand-+. 
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Leander, 1s this your meaning, that thofe actions which aré 
performed before the eyes of men, and which are performed 
publicly, and which from the time of performance are perpetu- 
ated by anfwerable monuments and ceremonies, are fo mani- 
feltly thielded with genuinenefs that they cannot be difputed ? 

’ Clerus. Yes, Leander; the infidel may as fuccefsfully deny 
his own exiltence, as difpute actions of this defcription. ‘They 
command and extort belief. What we publicly fee and hear, 
and infcribe on tables of ftone at the time of action, is not only 
trve in the view of all furrounding fpectators, but will be equal- 
ly true in the view of all fucceeding generations. It will ens 
dure forever. 

Leander. I don’t fee, fir, but you are juft: but pleafe to pro- 
cced and exemplify the operative influence of thele criterions : 
for theory, deftitute of practice, will not avail. 

Clerus. What we fee and hear, while our organs are regular 
and good, we know is matter of faé&t; and what they declare is 
falfe, cannot-be true. The teftimony of fenfe is the teft. For 
infance, no impottor can induce men of this generation to be- 
lieve that we are now making our eicape from the perfecution 
of Britain, and pafling through the Atlantic dry fhod, or that 
we are at this moment taking poifeflion of America in the face 
of favage foes. This is more than we can believe. Though 
men are credulous, and in many. cafes capable of deception and 
impofition, it is impoffible for us to be duped and gulled in a 
cate of this nature. The teftimony of fenfe is proof againft im- 
pofition of this grofs complexion. 

Now, for the fame reafon, the Hraclites could not be deceiv- 
ed in fimilar circumftances ; for their fenfes were as bright and 

ood as ours. The Hebrews were. never fo fimple and credu- 
va as to believe that to be true which their eyes and ears de- 
clared {purious and falfe. Hence we conclude, with all the 
weight of teftimony, that the children of Ifrael were not deceiv- 
ed by Mofes at the time of thofe miraculous actions which his 
hiftory relates. . Never, never was there a Mofes who was vain 
and foolifh enough to make fuch an attempt on the men of If- 
rael. They would have ftoned fuch an impoftor to death on 


the {pot. 





Leander. . The argument is valid; and the illuftration is per- 
tinent. The two firit criterions will fupport it forever. The 
organs of fenfe will judge and decide: and the decifion is per- 
manent. But, fir, how do we know that the hiftory of Mofes 
was not devifed and fabricated by artful’ men, and fof dated, 
and, palmed upon Iifrael feveral hundred years after the {pecious 
events? ‘This, if I miitake not, is the plea of infidels. This is 
their fort. 
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S 


> 
1853.4 Religious Conferente. iss 


Infidus. Yes, yes3 this is the ground they take; and it is 
plaufible.at leaft: for the impoftors of every age have made an- 
cient fictions modern realities. 

_Clerus. Iam fenfible they have made the attempt by pofte- 
rior date to invalidate the hiltory of Mofes. But the two laft 
criterions are ample fecurity againft any impofition in this di- 
rection. What defigning men can fucceed while they attempt 
to convince this getieration that our anceftors came from Eng- 
land on dry land ? For what is the teflimony of the American 
hitory? What is the language of thofe monuments and me- 
morials which wére erected and inflituted to commemorate the 
arrival of our forefathers? Surely this, in connexion with the 
Plymouth rock, the century anniverfary; and the fond ftory of 
our fires and grandfires in the mouth of every child, prevent all 
poilibility of believing that our anceftors came from Britain in 
a miraculous manner on dry land: No, my friends; to do 
this we mutt inftantly difbelieve all wé ever believed, unlearn all 
we ever learned, and fwallow millions of lies and abfardities, 
and be the greate% of all fools and dupes in the world. 

Infidus. But how does all this apply to the fubject on hand ? 

Theophilus. The application is eafy: for the Hebrews’ were 
rational creatures as well as the Americans. If the hiftory of 
Mofes had been an impofition, the laws, cuftoms, monuments, 
traditions, and all their national concerns, muft infallibly have 
detected it the firft moment of its introduétion. The novelty of 
fuch a complicated impofition muft invariably prevent its re- 
ception and influence. 

Infidus; 1 don’tknow but the reafoning is valid; but I do 
not clearly fee it. 

Theophilus. We donot plead that men are never the fubjecs 
of deception and impofition ; for they eertaitily are in many in- 
ftances: but we confidently affert that it is impoffible to impofe 
upon them fo grofsly when actions unite and combine the feve- 
ral criterions. 

_Infidus: ¥ will add no more: for I know it @oes not follow 
that men ate always capable of being thefubjéés of impofition, 
becaufe they are in fome inftances.” Thefe certainly is a little 
truth exifting, though there is much falfehood. 






’ 


whether the fame courfe of reafoning which has been adopted™ 
will not authorife the miracles of Papifts, and the wonders of "# 


Clarifa. Perhaps I fhall be impertinent; but let me aa 


Mahomet ? 
Theophilus. By no means. The miracles of thefe and ail 
other impoftors are deftitute of that combination of criterions 
which prevents deception and impofition. The miracles of Je- 
fuits are but flight-of-hand tricks ; and thofe of Mahomet, that 
fhamelefs impoftor, are but fabulous ; for he tells his own won- 
Vor. I. Z drous 
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H drous tale, wholly deftitute of public teftimony. But he was a 
i liar, and his witnefs is not admifiible. 
\ Clariffa. My objection relative to thofe impoftors is anfwer- 
i} ed: but pray tell us why the Jews reject Chrift even to this day : 
J for his divine miflion has been eftablifhed in the preceding con- 
q ference by the fame principle of public teftimony which is a- 
7 dopted to eltablifh the divine legation of Mofes. 
iq Clerus. Your queftion is pertinent : and the reply will pro- 
| bably be fatisfacttory. There is no general rule without an ex- 
1, ception. As the Jews were diftinguifhed by God in point of 
‘Vs privileges from all other nations, fo they have diftinguifhed 
, * themfelves by many abominations. Agreeably, therefore, to 
\ the fpirit of prophecy, God has judicially hardened their hearts 
iH and blinded their eyes to difcredit and reject the Mefliah. E- 
| ven to this day the vail of ignorance and unbelief remains not 
ii 3 taken away. The conduct of the Jews in rejecting Chrift has 
ie the influence of a ftanding miracle in favour of the infpiration 
i of fcripture. ‘To their own colt they are God’s witnefles : for 
| his ‘adicial prediction is fulfilled by their conftant infidelity. 
' INFERENCE. 
| Fe From the view we have taken, in this conference, of the au- 
‘ thenticity, genuinenefs and veracity of the hiftory of Mofes, we 
* infer the in{piration of the Old Teltament: for miracles are the 
telt of divinity, and the feveral parts of the book are uniform 
and harmonious. It is the fole prerogative of the Author of 
Nature to fufpend her laws of regular operations, and produce 
| miraculous events. When God therefore {peaks or operates in 
i a i{pecial manner, who with impunity camwithhold his unre- 
i ferved confidence? Miracles were the teflimonials of Mofes 
i, ,and the prophets, Chrift and the apoftles. ; 
i Theophilus. But while the fubjec&t of miracles is direétly be- 
a ‘ fore the conference, I beg leave to aik whether miracles are ter- 
minated ? Is the day of miracles paft? Will men need no 
other miraculous difplays ? 

Clerus. We neither affirm nor deny... Sccret things belong 
to God. Miraeles were introduced to eftablifh the Divine Cha- 
racter, and aMthenteate the {criptures. To anfwer thefe fub- 
Ege lime purpofes, they were continued feveral thoufand years, till 


Pe {acred canon was completed. Seeing, therefore, no mira- 
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@ culous operations have taken place during many centuries, it is 
P fafe to conclude that they will not be introduced again before 
). 9» * neceflary. Let it fuffice to remark, that the wheels of nature 
1 oes. will make a folemn paufe, and the fuu and moon ftand ftill, 
when the caufe of truth fhall require the aid of thefe ftupendous 





;; events. 
‘ ote Lucinda. Wow confoling the thought, amid all the convul- 
fions of nature, and the revolutions of empires, that the univerfe 
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‘is conftantly under God's direction, and will perfeély anfwer 
his eternal purpofe! Neither prince nor fubjeét nor infect 
moves, nor the leaft leaf vibrates, without his influence. God 
reigns over all. 

Clarifa. Yes, Lucinda; and how fatisfagéory to find that 
the evidence of the divine authority of fcripture increafes in 
proportion to our carefully examining the fubje@. ‘The diffe- 
rent attitudes in which the argument has been placed have at- 
forded peculiar confidence and delight. The rock of ages on 
which the temple of Chriftian faith quietly and fafely refts is 
infinitely firm and glorious, The united efforts of all wicked 
beings cannot move it. 

Clerus. Yes, my young friends, it is; and if the evidence of 
infpiration brightens on examination, like the rifing day, what 
will be your excufes when we attend to the more jure word of 
prophecy refpecting Chrift, from the fall of man to the end of 
the world? For the evidence derived from prophecy is if pof- 
fible more convincing than mathematical demonttration. It 
ftrikes the mind like the blaze of noon. ‘The blind cannot but 
fee it. 

Clarifa. ‘The Lord make us thankful, humble and obedi- 
ent! for Chrift is the true light that lighteth every man_that 
cometh into the world. 

Clerus. But what is the ftate of Sophia, and feveral others 
who belong to the conference? do they not love darknefs rather 
than light ? Let us, O let us carry them in the arms of prayer 
to the throne of Grace, till we hear that they are Chriftians. 
Let us pray for fouls, and Zion’s profperity, till breath {hall 
fail. The grace of God furnifhes ample motives. 


[ To be continued. | 
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THE DREAM OF A YOUNG LADY OF FAMILY 
AND EDUCATION. 


| pate unwifely pafled the evening in gay company, 
and polite amufements, I returned to my father’s, late at 
night. After ufual exercifes, I formally committed myfelf to 
the arms of reft, in hopes that God was my friend. But, ine) 
ftead of quiet repofe, as will appear by the fequel, my mit 
was deeply agitated and exercifed about eternal things durin 

the night. Finding my ftrength almoft exhaufted, by the molt 
affecting dream, J did not leave my chamber in the morning till 
repeatedly called by the maid. Atventering the room, my pa- 
rents unitedly faid, “ Child, you are fick ;”? and were inqtifi- 
tive to afcertain the caufe of my complaint. Inftead @f dire&- 
by affigning it, I informed them that I felt rather e, but 
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was not fick. After taking a little refrefhment, I fclt.in a mea-’ 
fure recruited. The next night I retired early for reft, but ex~ 
perienced the fame train of exércifes during the common hours. 
of fleep. Not being able to retain any longer, { told it to my. 
fifter tena’, : and now, by her requeit, tell it to others, 
hoping that young perfons will be fuitably imprefed, and de- 
rive advantage from the relation. 

“ [ dreamed that a young lady of my intimate acquaintance, 
a lovely Chriftian, made me a vilit, tor the fake of religious 
converfe, The topics of difcourfe for fome time were various, 
and our remarks father defuliory, but confonant with the de- 
fign of the interview. At length, na very. kind and friendly 
manner, fhe afked whether } confidered it confiftent for Chrif- 
tians to attach themfelves to parties of pleafure, who are mani- 
teftly devoted to diffipation and the oh amufements. of the 
sg My reply correfponded with the defign of the queftion ; 
for the well-direéted arrow not only reached my confcience, but 
deeply penetrated my heart. I felt a peculiar burden, thanked 
my friend for the interview ; but it was neither poflible to de. 
face my guilt, nor fupprefs my tears. I faw my offence; hearti- 
ly eeourned and confeffed.it: for, m the face of a reproving. 
confcience, I difengaged my thoughts from the moft interefting: 
concerns of religion, and went in 2 prayerleis manner into the 
circle of vanity and mirth. Before I terminated my confeffion, 
fhe difcovercd a melting heart. ‘Tears drew tears from each 
other’s eyes. .We wept together profufely, being unable for a 
confiderable time to utter a word. She was forry for me: § y 
was forry for her, and. ali other dear Chriftians whom I had of. 
fended ; and chiefly that 1 had difhonoured Chrift, and grieved 
the Holy Spirit. After we had difcharged our tears to that 
degree which enabled us to fpeak, fhe _— the fountain a- 
gain, by faying, ‘O, my dear Fanny, God pardons you, and 
f love you. “The defign of the interview is anfwered. Farewel ; 
for duty calls me home. God blefs and guide you at all times, 
We fhall both be more on our guard for the future: and if 
we acknowledge God in all our ways, he will dire&t our paths.’ 

«« At the departure of my friend, I dreamed of my & creat and 
Inft change. ‘The mefienger of death came and tol id me the 


en of my exit was athand. Guilty, trembling, and yet hop- 


that for the fake of the atonement [ was the iubject of gtace, 
I attempted with fubmiiion to the will of Heaven to give death 
a cordial welcome. At once my fight failed, my heart funk, 
I fainted, and died. Short was my paflag ge through the gloomy 
vale. But, O bleffed Jefus, who makes all his followers vidio- 
rious ! the end of life was the end of fin, though I was furprifed 
at a guilty hour. Both bodies of death were dropped together, 
While erved God’s wrath for my late offence, 1 was <P 
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bled to dream. my foul away into the arms of a convoy of an- 
gels, who {peedily carried me to Abraham’s bofom. But where 
am I now?:my body gone! my fin gone! and gone forever 
all my temptations and darkneis!, Here all is light and glory 
ineffable. On. the throne of awful majefty and infupportabie 
brightnefs 1 beheld the Saviour of. man decked with iafinite 
beauty and fplendour. {I alfo faw the angels who liood round 
the throne preparing their golden harps to announce my arrival. 
1 fell on my tace, and was afhamed of my unworthinefs ; but 
felt infpired to aferibe honour and glory to God, and to-ling, 
Worthy is the Lamb, who retens-over. all. But I dreamed, Is 
this heaven? Have I left a-world of death, and reached the 
happy regions of immortality! Is this heavenly reality, or is 1 
mere vilion? Am 1 aileep or awake? Do i dream or realize? 
It is fubfantial clory, that fadeth not away. It is heaven itielf, 
the refidence of God and all his friends. Mere God will for- 
ever be employed in difplaying his perfeétions ; and his friends, 
with expandimg capacities, in reapmg tlie mott fublime enjoy- 
ment. Millions of ages will conititute but the morning, the 
mere beginning, of celeftial blifs. 

«“ But I paufe in my dream, and inquire, Who are here ? who 
are entitled to this unutterable bleffednefs? Where are the pro- 
feffors of religion who blended themfelves with the polite world ? 
are they here ? Where thofe who eagerly embraced the theory 
ofeuniverfal falvation? Where thofe who difcarded that chari- 
ty which feeketh not her own, and beheved that felf-love is the 
bafis of religion? Where that army of antinomian Chrittians, 
who never practifed felf-denial, and loved Chrift merely for the 
fake of his benefits? Alas! alas! I fee only here and there 
one among the blefled who made no profeflion of religion on 
earth ; but thoufands of profeflors are abfent. While 1 was 
thus inquiring, the angelic guide unexpectedly directed me to 
look down and furvey the regions of darknefs. I obeyed ; and 
at once faw in torment all thofe perfons whom I could not dif- 
cover in the realms of light. O, faid I, what cifappomtment 
awaits many profeifors at death! While thus employed in 
contemplating the contrait made by heaven and hell ; the forgs 
of faints, and the bitter fhrisks of reprobates ; 1 faw great pre- 
parations for the day of judgment. At this increafing difplay 
of glory and majefty, my fqul was filled with reverence, awe 
and deligiit : and I awoke, and behold it wasa dream. Again 
I flept, and again I dreamed that my dream was a reality. 
Again I awoke; and now, while perfectly awake, I am con- 
ftrained to think that my dream has more of reality im it than 
empty vifion.” 

INTERPRETATION. 

How full of moral diftra@tion is the gay and polite world! 
How unwiie are Some profeffors, to mingle with the men of the 
world 
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world, and tafte their pleafures! How wife the children of 
God to reprove each other when neceflity requires it! How 
great the change which awaits us all! How glorious is hea- 
ven, and how dreadful is hell! How dangerous the profeffion 
of religion without the practice! How interefting for all to 
prepare for death, judgment and eternity! For we know not 
the termination of life. 


oman t E eae 


SKETCH OF A CONVERSATION BETWEEN MARY 
AND SOLOMON. 


As recolle&ed by EUSEBIUS. 


ELL, madam, you heard the fermons yefterday ; 
what do you think of iuch preaching ? do 








Solomon. 


you like it? 

Mary. Sir, I certainly like it; the fermons were a feaft. 

Sol. Is it poflible? +I was really hurt: I domot often hear 
our minifter, and I fhall hear him lefs, if he continues to dwell 
on fuch fubjects, If God is a /overeign, I fee not why he fhould 
preach, or we hear. 

Mary. I am certainly pleafed with fuch preaching, though 
I may not be able to anfwer your objections. 

Sal. I could never find any body able to anfwer my objec- 
tions. 

Mary. Pray, Sir, what are they ? 

Sol. If God be a fovereign, then I fay all men are machines, 
as much as that coach, hurrying it knows not where. 

Mary. ‘Then, Sir, 1 fay 1 have done with divine fovereignty. 
Free agency is eflential to religion, to all praife or blame. But 
how,does it appear that we become machines by admitting divine 
fovereignty ? 

Sol. Why it is certain—every thing is fixed—we are ma-~ 
chines—we cannot help ourfelves. 

Mary. But, Sir, you will allow that God governs the world, 
and that his agency is irrefiftible ; that if any being can difcon- 
cert his arrangements, fo far, not God, but that being, governs. 
You will alfo allow that God foreknows every thing, and there-. 
fore that every thing is certainly fixed with God. If any thing 
can render uncertain his foreknowledge, it is not knowledge, 
but gueiling, and may be called foreguefling. Nothing can be- 


Brown, unlefs it is palt, or a being of Almighty power deter- 


mined it. As long as it is future, or as long as it is defigned 
only by a creature, it may be prevented by God, and is there. 
fore uncertain. Nothing but the event itfelf having exifted, or- 
the determination of Omnipotence, can make it abfolutely cer- 
tain, or énown, 

Sal. 
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Sol. Yes, yes, 1 always allow all thefe things; but thefe are 
not fovereignty. 

Mary. \t God fo govern the world, does he follow the dictates 
of his own wifdom and judgment, or is he directed by untorefeen 
circumitances, by the feelings and wifhes of creatures? 

Sol. Doubtlefs he follows his own judgment and wifdom, 
for they are infinitely fuperior to the opinions of men and angels. 

Mary. But, Sir, this is all our minifter means by the {fove- 
reignty of God. J¢ is God’s goveruing all things according to his 
own will. 

Sol. Do you really think fo? Whatever he means, I am 
fure fovereignty deftroys our agency. I cannot like it. 

Mary. But let us be candid, fir, and examine two or three 
particulars. It is evident that Peter’s denial of his Lord was 
according to the fovereign arrangements of God. It was cer- 
tain; it was fixed beforehand, for it was foretold. But was 
not Peter free and voluntary ? did he not weep and condemn him- 
felf as wicked? So the crucifixion of Jefus Chrilt was a dif 
play of fover@ign authority. Chrift was delivered by the deter- 
minate counfel and foreknowledge of God. It was fixed, it was 
determined or decreed by God, as well as foreknown; but fure- 
ly the murderers of Jefus Chrift acted freely: they acted wicked- 
ly: they were not machines. It is alfo faid that the hearts otf 
kings are in the hands of the Lord; that he turneth them as 
the rivers of water are turned. This is the fovereign authority 
of God; but are kings machines? do they lofe their free agen- 
cy by their office? are they not accountable like other men? 
Pharaoh was an inftrument of difplaying the fovereignty of 
God. God difpofed of him according to his own pleafure. In 
‘view of the moft awful events, God fays, For thefe very purpo- 
fes have I raifed thee up. But was Pharaoh a machine? did he 
himfelf ever plead this as his excufe ? did any other perfon ever 
dream of pleading fuch an excufe for him? If God has reaily 
acted as a fovereign in thefe particular inftances without turning 
the perfons into machines, why may he not aét as a fovereign 
in all cafes ? 

Sol. To be fure all this feems plaufible ; but decrees are not 
fo eafily juftified ; they take away all blame from the creature. 

Mary. Perhaps not, as the inftances jult mentioned may ‘il- 
luftrate. We have feen that the death of Jeius Chrift was de- 
creed. ‘ The Son of Man goeth, as it was determined.” 
“ He was delivered by the determinate counfel of God.” Yet 
{cripture aflerts that he was flain by wicked hands. According- 
ly Ged has puniihed Jerufalem and the Jewith nation in a moft 
térrible manner. If this event was decreed, and yet the agents 
wicked, why may it not be fo with all events? It is equally 
evident that Pharaoh fulfilled the decrees of heaven ; for God 
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fays, For this purpofe have I raifed thee up. His purpofe or de- 


1 eree was therefore fulfilled ; but was not Pharagh wicked ? | Then 
iwi ‘why may not other things be decreed, and yet men be wicked in 
Ht accomplifhine thofe things? 

a’ Sol. If thefe things are true, they ought not to be preached ; 


hd they diftarb and offend many. Such minifters are imprudent. | 
t _Mary. They may be imprudent, but are they not honeft? 
i Mutt they confult God, or man? Muft they model their fer- 
Hh mons according to our withes, or the word of God? If the 
opinions of their hearers afford them a ftandard of preaching, 
then the Bible is ufelefs to them. They can afcertain the opi- 
nions of their people, and conform to them, as eafily without the 
“Bible as with it. eae 
Soh You talk Well; but 1 donot liké thefé things. The 
tory Gf Jacob and Efau, of the labourers, who received every 
man full wages, though a part had wrought only one hour, are 
“Ynyfteries to me. IL wifh minifters would let thefe things alone. 
Mary. Poffibly, Sit, your oppofition is more againft your 
Maker than your minifter; poflibly you are fighting againtt 
God; it may be ‘you are injuring your own foul. Have you 
“not fome reafon to think that many of your neighbours, againit 
whofe do@rines you obje&, really enjoy their Bibles, and pub- 
lic worthip, and all religious fervices, more than you do? 
Sol. have often thought fo; this perplexes and troubles me. 
I would give all the world I could feel as I think fome perfons 
‘do. I thank you for your freedom, and hope we fhall all find 
the right way to heaven. , : 


; — 
AN ALLEGORY. 
“fk 


Nou ignara mali, miferis fuccurrere difco.” — 
Vircib. 


| APPENING the other day to fee a poor foreigner in the 

agony of a paralytic fit, I was led to refleé& on that rare 

difpofition to afford relief, where no recompenfe is expetted. 

His condition was truly piteous. He lay proftrate on the earth, 

-. theltered-only by the azure canopy above. Numbers collected 

_. ‘around him ; yet neither father, nor mother, nor brother, nor 
“filter, nor friend, appeared. 

 . Thefe refle@ions fo deeply impreffed my mind, that, when I 

- retired to reft, the phantoms of fleep came thick about me. I 

fancied mytelf travelling in a broad road, in which were mul- 

titudes of every age, fex and charatter, fome going one way, 

* * and fome another. Some haftened their journey ; while others 


’ bufied cg in picking up ftones, and throwing them dif- 
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ferent ways, regardlefs of the approaching night. I had not 
proceeded far before my limbs began to refufe their office, and 
my fpirits to falter on account of the roughnefs of the way and 
the intenfe heat of the fun, which was then fcarcely fupportable. 
Luckily I defcried at a fmall diftance an arbour, under which 
lay two men apparently afleep. Quickening my pace thither, 
I foon arrived, and fat down under its refrething fhade. After 
I had wiped the fweat from my face, and fanned myfelf with 
fome fmall boughs, I difcovered juft before me a little fiream, 
iffuing from the fide of a rock. I no fooner approached it, than 
SELFIsuness, one of the perfons lying on the ground, whofe 
mame was written on his forehead in very legible charaéters, wak- 
ed, and demanded why I had thus encroached on their exclufive 
right. Being much fatigued, faid I modeitly, I came hither to 
refreth and cool miyfelt, without intending any injury. I now 
only with to drink of this pure water. What is that to me? 
replied he fcorniully. At this inftant came up a penfive wi- 
dow, with her tender ofispring, and eagerly fought to allay 
their thir. By cries and petitions they had almoft prevailed 
upon Selfifhnefs, when his brother, Ospuracy, rofe from fleep, 
and with a frown bade them all begone. Finding that all en- 
treaties for them were fruitlefs, I only gave vent to my {wel- 
ling heart, and fo left the place. 

As I went on my way, the fun gradually loft his influence 
over the thirfty earth by the rife of a ‘cloud, which darkened the 
weftern hemifphere. To find thelter from the ap roaching 
re a. was then my firft obje&. Whither to fly I ice not. 
At length a lofty and {pacious houfe prefented itfelf to my view. 
Thither 1 gladly ran. But, when I arrived, how great was 
my difappointment! Its walls were of adamant, and its doors 
were barred with iron. I knocked, but none anfwered nor open- 
edto me. The cracking thunder and flathes of lightning over 
my head feemed.to threaten immediate deftruction. Terror 
feized my foul. What added horror to the fcene was, the 
fereeches of women and children, who with me knocked, but 
found no admittance. 

in the midft of my diittefs, one took me by the arm, and Iced 
me away in great hafte. His name, as I was afterwards ins 
formed, was Benevorence. This houfe, faid he, is the habita- 
tion of Marevo.encer, and of his fons, Moroseness, CRUELTY, 
SELFisHness, and Ospuracy. They are the invincible defcen- 

-dants of Ifhmael, and never afford relief to any. From the 
dome of my houfe, where my fons continually watch, I faw 
your plight, and therefore came for your protection. Thefe 
words revived my drooping fpirits, and adminiftered “healing 
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As foon as we reached his abode, Compassion, his olde 
daughter, opened the door, and bade me walk in. My recep- 
tion here far exceeded expectation. After fhe had feated me in 
the parlour, I began to apologize for the meannefs of my drefs. 
But the generous landlord interrupted me, andefaid, Drefs is no- 
thing with us. We eftimate charaéters only by intrinfic worth. 
This houfe is the patrimony of our great anceftor, who exprefl- 
ly declared in his will, that it fhould be opened to weary and 
diftreffed travellers of every defcription. Therefore difmifs thy 
cares, welcome gueft. I was about to offer him my grateful 
acknowledginent, when the joy I felt within difpelled the vifions 
of my head, and thus I awoke. C. 

Sa — 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 











THE following information concerning the ftate of Religion, 
throughout the greater part of the United States, is from the 
moft refpectable and correc fource, and mutt give great plea- 
fare and encouragement to the friends of evingeheal truth 
and piety. 

HE General Affembly of the Prefbyterian Church meet 

annually, in May, ufually in Philadelphia, and is compoif- 
ed of delegates from the prefbyteries in all the ftates weft and 
fouth of New-England, and of reprefentatives from the Gene- 
ral Affociation in Conneéticut. 

It is the practice of this refpectable body (a praétice very ufeful, 
& highly to be commended) to fpend a day, or more if neceflary, 
in free converfation on the ftate of religion within their bounds ; 
and in order that a refult may be formed, in a general and con- 
nected report, to be laid before the Aflembly, a committee is 
appointed to take notes of the information as it is communicat- 
ed, and to prepare the report. 

At the meeting of the Aflembly in May laft, the members 
were called upon in the order of the roll, and communicated 
fuch information on the general ftate of religion as their local 
circumitances enabled them to give ; and fome interefting de- 
tails were given by the delegates from the General Affociation 
of Conneéticut refpecting the ftate of religion in that ftate and 
its vicinity. The following is the report of the committee :— 


«“ THE Affembly heard, at more than ufual length, and with 
* more than common {fatisfaction, the accounts received from 
“‘ their members of the ftate of religion within the bounds of 
“the Prefbyterian Church. Since. an inquiry of this nature 
“‘ has become a part of the annual bufinefs of the Aflembly, it 
“‘ may be a aflerted that no refult was ever prefented 


“to our body dgmfavourable, and fo gratifying to the friends of 
* truth and picty. « There 





- 


: 
= * 
to °* 
e > « 
+ 
5 





oe. 


#803. ] Religious Intelligence. 195 


“ There is fearcely a prefbytery under the care of the Affém- 
“ bly, from which fome pleafing intelligence has not been an- 
** nounced; and from fome of them communications have been 
“ made, which fo illuftrioufly difplay the triumphs of evangelic 
“truth, and thé power of fovereign grace, as cannot bat fill 
“with joy the hearts of all who love to hear of the profperity 
“* of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

“In moft of the northern and eaftern prefbyteries, revivals 
“of religion, of a more or lefs general nature, have taken 
“place. In thefe revivals, the work of Divine Grace has pro- 
“‘ ceeded, with a few exceptions, in the ufual way. Sinners 
** have been convinced and converted by the /fill fmall voice of 
“‘ the Holy Spirit, and have been brought out of darknefs into 
“< marvellous light, and from the bondage of corruption into 
*‘ the glorious liberty of the children of God, without any re- 
““ markable bodily agitations, or extraordinary affeions. In this 
*‘ calm and ordinary manner many hundreds have been added 
*¢ to the church in the courfe of the laft year ; and multitudes 
* of thofe who had before joined themfelves to the Lord have 
“‘ experienced times of refrefhing and confolation from his 
*¢ prefence. 

«In many of the fouthern and weftern prefbyteries, revivals 
*“ more extenfive, and of a more extraordinary nature, have 
“‘ taken place. While many, within the bounds of thofe pref- 
“< byteries, have been, as is hoped, effectually called, without 
“‘ any exercifes other than thofe which have generally attended 
«“‘ the progrefs of vital piety, there have been multitudes of in- 
‘¢ ftances in which great bodily agitations, and other circumftances 
*‘ out of the ufual courfe of religious exercife, have attend- 
“ed the work. As thefe extraordinary appearances have 
“been before announced by the Aflembly, and as the know- 
‘*ledge of them is generally diffufed throughout the Ame- 
*‘ rican churches, it is not judged neceflary to enter into minute 
“¢ details on the fubjeétt. The Affembly would only obferve, 
“that, although they forbear to exprefs any opinion as to the 
“¢ origin and nature of fome of thofe circumftances which have 
“< attended the fouthern and weftern revivals, and which have 
*¢ attracted fo much of the attention of the religious world, yet 
** they are conftrained to acknowledge, with thankfulnefs, that 
“ the laft year, while it prefented a continuance and great ex- 
“‘tenfion of this extraordinary work, furnifhed alfo increafing 
“ evidence that it is indeed the work of God; for which the 
*“ friends of piety are bound to praife his holy name. 

“ The Affembly cannot believe that a difpenfation, by means 
“ of which the ignorant are enlightened, the vicious reclaimed, 
*‘ the erroneous made to acknowledge and obey the truth as it 
“ is in Jefus, the haughty infidel humbled, amd brought to bow 

3 * penitent 


* 





-. 








+ A 


w. ~ “~> 
whee” 











196 < gious Intelligence. (Serremerry 


“< penitent and-believing before the crofs of Chrift, and the gene- 
“ ral afpec ot fociety changed from diflolutenefs and profanity 
*‘ to fobriety, order, and comparative purity, can be any other 
“‘ than a difpenfation of the grace of God. And as there ap- 
‘“* pears to be growing evidence that theie are the happy fruits 
“ of the above-mentioned remarkable work, the Affembly can- 
“ not hefitate to recognize in it the fame Divine Power which 
“‘ has in every age appeared, in a greater or fmaller degree, to 
“‘ build up Zion, to confound the wifdom of this world, and to 
“‘ thew that, when the great Head of the Church will work, 
«‘ none can hinder him.—It would be eafy for the Affembly to 
<< fele& fome very remarkable inftances of the triumphs of Di- 
“‘ vine Grace, which were exhibited before them in the courfe of 
«‘ the very interefting narratives prefented in the free converfa- 
“‘ tion—inftances of the moft malignant oppofers of vital piety 
“‘ being convinced and reconciled—-of fome learned, active and 
** conipicuous infidels becoming the fignal monuments of that 
*« erace which once they defpifed—and various. circumitances 
‘‘ which diiplay the holy efficacy of the gofpel. But, forbear- 
“‘ ing. to enter into minute details on this fubjea@, they would 
“ only in general declare, that, in the courfe of the laft year, 
“ there is reafon to believe that feveral thoufands, within the 
** bounds of the prefbyterian church, have been brought to em. 
“‘ brace the gofpel of Chrift, and large acceilions of zeal and 
 itrength, as well as of members, given to his people. 

‘The Affembly were gratified to be informed, that, even in 
“‘ thofe parts of our church where no remarkable revivals have 
“occurred, the word and ordinances of the gofpel have been, 
“‘ in many places, more generally and more feriouily attended 
“upon, in the courie of the lait year, than for fome time be- 
“fore; that infidelity is lefs bold and active than formerly ; 
«‘ and that, on the whole, appearances have become more en- 
« couraging fince the laft converfation in the Aflembly on this 
« fubject. 

“The Affembly confider it as worthy of particular attention, 
«‘ that molt of the accounts of revivals communicated to them 
« ftated, that the inftitution of praying focteties, or feafons of 
** {fpecial prayer to God for the out-pouring of the Spirit, gene- 
« rally preceded the remarkable difplays of Divine Grace with 
«* which our land has been recently favoured, In motft cafes, 
«* preparatory to fignal effufions of the Holy Ghoft, the pious 
« have been ftirred up to cry fervently and importunately, that 
«* God would appear to vindicate his own caufe. The Afflem- 
«« bly fee in this a confirmation of the word of God, and an am- 
« ple encouragement of the prayers and hopes of the pious for 
«future and more extenfive manifeftations of divine power, 
“ And they truft that the churches under their care, while they 
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©¢ fee caufe of abundant thankfulnefs for this difpenfation, will 
‘“‘ alfo perceive, that it prefents new motives to zeal and fer- 
“‘ your in applications to that Throne of Grace from which 
“ every good and perfect gift cometh. 

“ The Aflembly alfo obferved, with great pleafure, that the 
“ defire of {preading the gofpel among the deftitute mhabi- 
“tants on our frontiers, among the blacks, and among the 
“‘ favage tribes on our borders, has been rapidly increafing, 
*¢ during the laft year, in various patts of our church. The 
‘¢ Affembly take notice of this circumftance with the more fatif- 
“‘ faction, as it not only affords a pleafing prefage of the ipread 
* of the gofpel, but alfo furnifhes agreeable evidence of the 
“‘ genuinenefs, and the benign tendency, of that fpirit which 
** God has been pleafed to pour out upon his people. 

“The Affembly confider the profpects of our church in the 
“ frontier fettlements as more favourable than they have been 
“at the date of any former report. They are gratified to 
“hear, from various quarters, that new churches are rapidly 
“ forming, increafing in the number of their members, and in 
“ their punctual attendance on the means of grace; that many 
‘* of thefe churches have been, within a fhort period, fupplied 
“ with ftated paftors; and that more miflionary labourers are 
“¢ called for, in the above mentioned fettlements, than any ar- 
‘* rangements heretofore made can poflibly fupply. 

‘‘ Information of a very pleafing nature was alfo communi- 
*‘ cated to the Affembly, by the delegates from the General At- 
“ fociation of Connecticut, of a work of Divine Grace in vari- 
“‘ ous parts of that ftate, efpecially in Yale college; in which 
“‘ important inftitution many of the youth have hopefully be- 
“come pious. The probable influence of fuch an event, in fo 
“‘ refpectable a feminary of learning, on the church of Chrift 
“‘ generally, and particularly in the itate of Conne¢ticut, cannot 
« but make.a very pleafing impreffion on the friends of piety. 

‘On the whole, the Affembly cannot but declare, with joy, 
“and with the moft cordial congratulations to the churches 
“under their care, that the ftate and profpect of vital religion 
“in our country are more favourable and encouraging than at 
“ any period within the laft forty years. ‘They fee, indeed, 
“ much to lament, in the infidelity, the vice, the profanenefs, 
“‘ the lukewarmnefs and formality, which ftill in many places 
“abound : but they believe it would be ingratitude to the gra- 
“ cious Head of the church, as well as injuftice to the friends 
“ of religion, not to announce, that the afpect of our American 
« Zion is, in general, unufually cheering; and that thofe who 
‘* feel interefted in the advancement of the Redeemer’s king- 
s* dom, while they are called upon by new and additional mo- 
* tives to implore the continuance and extenfion of his mercy, 

“ have 


a mad 
ee 


We~< —— 


aS a 


- 


a TOS RES 


— 


4 
{ 
‘ 








—— 


— ies 








#98 Religious Intelligence. [Serremsen, 


* have abundant reafon to be encouraged, and to rejoice in the 
«* hope that God will make ftill more rich and glorious difplays 
“‘ of his power and grace, ‘ until he eftablifh Jerufalem, and 
«‘ make her a name and a praife in the earth—until the righ- 
“teoufnefs thereof go forth as brightnefs, and the falvation 
*‘ thereof as a lamp that burneth.”’ 
seenieesn acihedadenanetl 
Extra& from a letter from the Rev. Thomas Moore to his Father 
Deacon Ifrael Moore, of Stirling, dated Ten-Mile ( Pennfylvania, 
over the Alleghany mountains) March 9th, 1803. 








ss SHALL now leave every other matter, and give you 
fome account of the prefent extraordinary appearance of 

a revival of religion amongft us. It carries in it all the fingu- 
larities that attended the revival which was in Kentucky lately, 
that which took place in Northampton under Mr. Edwards, 
and that which prevailed in Scotland about fixty years ago. 
This awakening began in the Ohio prefbytery, in a congrega- 
tion under the paftoral care of the Rev, ‘Elifha M‘Curdy, fome 
time in the month of Auguft or September laft; and is now 
{pread into almoft all our congregations. The perfons who 
are {truck, as we call it, are generally firft obferved to pay clofe 
attention to the preaching ; then to weep and fhed tears plen- 
tifully for a while; after this a twitching or yerking feizes 
them, and they fall to the ground helplefs, and convulfed 
through their whole frame, as if in the agonies of death. In 
this fituation they frequently lie for hours. One within my 
knowledge lay upwards of fixty hours. During this time they 
are generally greatly convulfed, groan heavily, and cry out as 
in the greateft diftrefs. Sometimes they lie apparently breath- 
lefs for fome minutes, from five to twenty. In this fituation 
pulfation is fometimes perceptible, fometimes not. Almoft 
every appearance of life.leaves them. When it returns, fome 
are obferved to acquire breath merely, ftill remaining convulfed. 
Others are able immediately to rife, and walk. In the begin- 
ning of this awakening it was common for thofe who fell, after 
they had been lying for a while, to {peak in an aftonifhing man- 
ner, as to the length of time, matter, and loudnefs of voice, 
Some of the moft powerful fermons I ever heard from mortals, 
came from the mouths of perfons of the above defcription, un- 
able to help themfelves. Some have fpoken almoft without 
ceffation for the fpace of five hours, and fome part of the t:me 
fo loud, that they might be heard at the diftance of a mile. 
It appeared as difficult for them to refram from fpeaking, as it 
would be to a perfon, under great bodily diftrefs, to refrain from 
groaning. When entreated, both by minifters and people, to 
withhold, they would fay that they could not. Some of them 
would try; but, if a minute or two, it would burft forth — 
em 
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them like atorrent. The cry has often been fo great for a 
while that there was no fuch thing as minifters being heard in 
preaching or exhorting. When this was the cale, they would 
ftop a while, till the torrent of the cry fhould be over. ‘heir 
great cry was, their great guilt and danger—their hard heart—their 
fin and criminality—that they Jhould die—that they fhould be damned 
forever—that God would be infinitely juft in fending them direéily to 
hell. They would frequently fay, J deferve hell, but O how can 
I bear it! One little boy in my congregation, one night, was 
crying bitterly. 0, faid he, [am loft forever. I am going right 
down to bell. O, 1 fee hell, and the breath of the Lord like a fiream 
of brimftone kindling it. At another time he faid, What an old 
inner Lam! J have lived eleven years in fin. Under thefe views 
and feelings they have exhorted finners, in the ftrongeit terms, 
to come to Chrift. They warn them not to live in fin fo long 
as they have done; and fay, /f J muft go to hell, I don’t want you 
to go with me. J want to go all alone. Inthe beginning of the 
awakening there was much more of this than what there now 
is. Few now are heard calling on others to repent, as formerly 
they did: yet much crying, groaning and convulfion attend 
them. Since the awakening firft entered my congregation, as 
many as one hundred and twenty perfons have fallen: others 
are much exercifed about their foals who do not fall. The 
work does {till increafe among my people, and in other con- 
gregations. But few in my congregation have as yet obtained 
any hope. They who have fallen, {till keep falling : frequent- 
ly at meeting, fometimes at home, and fometimes on their way 
home from meeting. The work is truly aftonifhing to every 
beholder. After all that I can tell you, were you to fee it, you 
would fay that the one half was not told you. It is evident 
beyond all difpute that the work is of God. It takes perfons 
of all ranks, and ages, from the age of feven, to that of a hun- 
dred. One of one hundred and one years of age, in Mr. M‘Cur- 
dy’s congregation, is fuppofed lately to have become religious. 
Some cavil againft the work; and others call it by the worit 
of names. Yet how does it become all to be cautious what 
they fay, left haply they be found even to fight againft God | 
O that the Lord would foon vifit in like manner the people 
in your parifh, in the town round you, in every quarter of our 
land, and fill the earth with his glory! 
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ORDAINED—The Rev. JosterH Emerson, to the paftoral 
eare of the Third Church in Beverly, in the new meeting-houfe 
lately dedicated with religious folemnities to the worfhip of God. 
The performances were introduced by a pertinent and folemn 
addrefs to the crowded aflembly by the Rev. Mr. Hopkins 
of Salem; introductory prayer by the Rev. Mr. Kellog, of 

oY Framingham ; 
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Framingham ; fermon, by the Rev. Dr. Emmons, of Frank- 
lin, from Eph. iii. 1o—To the intent that now, unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly. places, might be known by the church the ma- 
nifold wifdom of God, according to the eternal purpofe which he pur- 
pojed in Chrift Fefas our Lord: confecraiing prayer, by the Rev. 
Mr. Spring, of Newburyport; charge, by the Rev. Dr. Dana, 
of Ipfwich ; tellowlhip of the churches, by the Rev. Mr. Wor- 
cefter, of Salem; concluding prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Bailey, 
of Ward. 
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LORD’S DAY MORNING. _ | Tell me no more of praife and wealth, 
er my heart! my foul, arife !}Teil me no more of eafe and health, 





This is the day believers prize; For thefe have ali their {nares : 
Improve this fabbath then with care :}Let me but know my fins forgiven, 
Another may not be thy fhare. But fee my name enroll’d in heavens 


And 1 am free from cares. 
O folemn thought! Lord give me 6 <ip buatoin duos 


pow’r Tell me no more of lofty tow’rss 
Wifely to fill up every hour : Delightful gardens, fragrant bow ’rsy 
O for the wings of faith and love For thefe are trifling things: 
To bear my heart and foul above! The little room for me defigu’d 


Will fuit as well my ealy mind, 


Jefus, affift, nor let me fail As palaces of kings. 


To worthip thee within the veil ; 
To glorify thy matchiefs grace, Tell me no more of crowding guefts, 
To fee the beauties of thy face. Of fumptuous feafts and gaudy dreis, 


; R Extravagance and wafte: 
Go with me to thy houfe to-day, My little table, only fpread 


And tune my heart to praife and pray *} With wholefome herbs and wholefome 
Like dew command thy word to fall, bread, 


Refrefhing, quick’ning, faving all. Will better fuit my tafte 


— 


Call forth my thoughts, and let them! Give me the Bible in my hand, 

; rove A heart to read and underitand, 
O’er the green paftures of thy love; And faith to truft the Lord : 
© let not fin prevent my reft, I'd fit alone from day to days 
Nor keep me from my Saviour’s breaft.| Nor urge my company to ftay, 
Nor with to rove abroad. 


“ 
Give to’thy church a large inc ‘ 
y 4 reafe, SonGs IN THE NIGHT, 


Send her prafpevity and peace ; 
May ali the faints in Zion fay, ee ge fi 
O happy, happy, happy day! ON THE DOMESTIC HAPPINESS 
Soncs in THE nrcut.|_ OF A CHRISTIAN COUPLE. 
He bleft the pair whom Chrif- 


| , m9 
RENOUNCING THE WORLD. tian love unites ¢ 
Een me no more of earthly toys, Joy fmiles upon their days, and crowns 


F i heir nights ; 
Of finful mirth, and carnal c gAts 5 
The things 1 lov’d before e J°YS+'tn peace their happy moments glide 


Let me but view my Saviour’s face aways 
And feel his animating grace, » {Till both are welcom’d to eternal day, 


And I defire no more. : , Evanc. Mac. 
LL SS eS 

cr THE Subfcribers for the Magazine may receive them, at the 
clofe of each month, of Mr. Grorcr Oniornz, Union-Sireet, Botton, 
or of the Rey. Meffrs. Horxins and Worcester, in Salem. 
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